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Acts 26:18  to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins AND an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’












     Mt 28:20
Those who are called disciples in the Gospels are the:
1. CURIOUS Those who followed Christ and expressed a willingness to listen to His teachings.
Mt 4:25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 5:1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him... Sermon on the Mount is for Disciples
2. CONVINCED Those who believed Jesus was a prophet/priest.
Jn 2:11 This, the first of His miraculous* signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. 


He thus revealed His glory, and His disciples put their faith in him. 










*Caution:2Thess 2:9; Mt 16:4 
Acts 4:12 “Nor is there salvation in any other, 

          for there is no other Name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

[1Tim 2:2  Pray for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty/ attractive honor-able-ness. (Aristotle: gracious and gentle arrogance)
3  For this is good and acceptable/pleasing in the sight of God our Savior;]
1Tim 2:4 God, Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the eknowledge of the Truth.
5  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,

6  Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified/witnessed to at the proper time

3. COMMITTED Those who believed Jesus was the promised King, and who follow in spite of    
hardship, willing to pay the same price Jesus did to accomplish God's will* for their lives.








*Justification/Sanctification/Glorification=Salvation


Jn 6:66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed Him. 67 "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve. 

68 Simon Peter answered: "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the Words of Eternal Life. 

69 We have believed pft and know that you are The Christ/Messiah the Holy One of God." Mt 16:16
Lk 14:25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 

14:26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. 

Lk 14:27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
Lk 14:33 In the same way (tower/army), any of you who does not give up/forsake everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

Lk 14:34  “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor essential characteristic 





how shall it be seasoned?

          35  “It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, 



but men throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Jn 8:31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "IF you abide in my Teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 And you shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free.”
34  Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.

35  “And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever.

36  “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.   37  “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, cz My Word has no place in you.

Jn13:35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 
Jn 15:8 This is to my Father's glory...you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples.   
Jn 15:5  “I AM the Vine, you are the branches. 

      He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

6  “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; 




and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.

7  “If you abide in Me, and My Words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, 










and it shall be done for you.  

8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

9    “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.

10  “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11  “These things I have spoken to you, 

that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

12  “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

14  “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.

Mt 19:27 Peter answered: "We have left everything to follow You! What then will there be for us?" 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for My sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 

4. CONFORMED Those who in the process of following Christ 

experience a transformation of values, attitudes, and actions, becoming like Christ. Rm 12:1-2
Decision to be Made
Mt 9:9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow Me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed Him. 

Mk 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

Lk 14:28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 

31 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 

33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

Lk 9:57 When walking along the road, a man said to Him, "I will follow You wherever You go."
58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, 





but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”




 

9:59 Then He said to another man, "Follow me." 




But the man replied, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father." 

60..."Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 

61 Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; 




but let me first go back and say good-by to my family." 

62 Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow 




and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God." 

I to be Denied
Lk 14:25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be My disciple.
Lk 14:33 (Tower/Army) any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be My disciple. 
Mt. 10:37 "Anyone who loves his father/mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; 



anyone who loves his son/daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me; 

Savior to be Followed
1Pt 2:21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 






leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
Jn 10:4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, 




and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow Me. 
Jn 12:26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. 



My Father will honor the one who serves me.
Mt 8:19 Then a teacher/scribe of the law came to him and said, 


"Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go."  20...nowhere to lay head.
1Cor 11:1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 
2Thess 3:9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help (vs self supporting), 






but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. 

Alternatives to faithfully following Christ  1Tim 4:1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon The Faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 

1Tim 5:15 Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan.   

2Pt 2:2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring The Way of Truth into disrepute. 10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings; 

15 They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness.   

Jude 1:16 These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 18 Apostles said to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires." 19 These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.
Cross to be Carried
Lk 14:27 And anyone who does not carry his cross^ and follow Me cannot be my disciple. 







^I'm wrong; Rome's right; thus I'm worthy of death
Mt 10:38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. 

39 Whoever finds* his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 



*2147 Thayer 3) to find/acquire/procure for oneself
Incarnation to be Imitated   Immersion (in Water & Word) to be Continued
Mt 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, 




"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Therefore as you go/going  ptcp modify main verb = lifestyle

make disciples of all nations, 


 baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 
    and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I AM with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Jn 8:30 Even as he spoke, many put their faith in Him. 31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 

Jn 4:1 The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, 


2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but His disciples. 

Lk 6:40 A student (disciple) is not above his teacher, 



but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. 

Production to be Produced
Mk 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 

Jn 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains/abides in Me and I in him, 






he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 






such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 
7 If you abide in Me and My Words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 

8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

Acts 14:21 They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. 
         Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 

22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to The Faith. 

"We must go thru many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. 

23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, 
committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 

Love to be Lavished
John 13:34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. 



As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 

35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

Acts 11:29 The disciples, each acc to his ability, 



decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. 

5. CROWNED Those who have paid the cost that Christ paid



will share in the reward  that Christ received for His faithfulness and service. 

Expectation to be Earned (or lost if Bad Believer-carnal)
Mt 16:23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men." 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
"If anyone desires to come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose #622  it, but whoever loses^ his life for Me will find it. 26 What profit will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits^ his soul? 


Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 

    ^suffer loss via fire 1Cor 3:15
27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with His angels, 


and then he will reward each person acc to what he has done. 2Cor 5:9-10





#622 perish/destroyed apo+3689 ruin/destruction/death 
2Thess 1:5 persecution is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, 


that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer;

6  since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you,

7  and to give you who are troubled rest with us 


when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,



8  in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, 



    and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9  These shall be punished with destruction #3639  of THE AGE away from/exclusion^ RSV 

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

^Ezk 44:15 Zadok

10  when He comes, in That Day, to be glorified in/by His saints and to be admired 

among all those who believe, cz our testimony among you was believed.

Mt 10:41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose #622  his reward." 

Mt 19:21 Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven Mt 6:20. Then come, follow Me." 
27 Peter said, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?" 
28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the Renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones,










 judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for My sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 

Lk 9:23 Then he said to them all: "If anyone desires to come after Me, 



he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for Me will save it. 25 What profit is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? 

26 If anyone is ashamed of Me and My Words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when 
He comes in His glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 
