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7  For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money,
8  but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled,
9  holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.
 
Hi All
Sorry this is a little late.
Some open items I heard from last time which should be resolved:
1. Confusion over whether bishops and elders were different offices; (answered byAct 20 and 1Pt 5) 
2. Uncertainty whether these qualities are automatically ours as a result of new birth or is there something we must do to have them in our lives (although there are lots of ways of solving  this one, the most easily remembered is to consider the parallels between physical and spiritual development to reproductive maturity.
 

As a  result of your study should be able to 

1. come up with a synonym  and antonym for each characteristic of godliness, 

2. an idea of what it looks like today, (see Characteristics of Godliness outline if you draw blanks on your own), 

3. be able to state why each trait is useful/necessary/required for fulfilling the functions of an elder (think both personal and corporate settings (esp a board meeting)

4. a personal (and private) evaluation of how the qualities look in your life, 

5. an understanding of why someone wouldn’t have these qualities in their life, 

6. and a general game plan for developing these qualities in your life and someone else’s life (disciplemaking).  

7. If you want to be pleasing to God and a blessing to others, pick one trait and figure out how to develop, grow, or demonstrate it, 

8. and then share your progress with someone as a means of reinforcing it in your life  and stimulating them to love and good deeds. 

 

Now on to verse 9:

1. Do a mechanical layout (one phrase or clause per line)

2. Determine the relationship between each phrase (Who, Why, How, etc)

3. Write an outline expressing those relationships.

4. Understand what Paul meant by each of the words used 

5. Do a word study on exhort and convict and their place in the life of a godly person (what if someone doesn’t respond).

6. Put it to work.

 

Yours for God and Godliness,
-bc
