Titus 1:7-8 Study Guide © WF Cobb 4/2002
 

Hi All, 

1. Straightforward passage here re outlining, so develop your outlining skill by reviewing the previous passage

The bulk of your prep work is in doing word studies.  Your goal is to understand how the character quality looked in Paul’s day and how it should look in our day (APPLICATION).

 

OBSERVATION

2. Look at different versions to see how they translated the various greek words. Write alternate translations next to each other

3. Look up the words in an English dictionary, particularly seeing how they differ in meaning

4. Look up the Strong’s definitions in the OLB, add appropriate meaning options to your alternate translations in #2

5. Using a concordance see how else Scripture uses the words PARTICULARLY in Titus, then in Timothy, then Paul’s writings and then NT/OT

6. Compare your list to the list in Timothy and see what you can learn.

7. Look at whatever other resource material you have access to for giving you more insight into the POSSIBLE meaning of the words.

8. Look for common threads in the various meanings

9. Any pattern to the order?

 

INTERPRETATION

10. Figure out why these traits are “qualifications” for elders. Why necessary? What if you didn’t have them?

11. Come up with the “best” expanded translation of each trait. 

12. What does each trait look like in our culture?

*13. How does one develop or get these traits in their life? Automatic? Everyone have them? 

14. Side topic: What does the Bible teach about alcoholic beverages?

                a. Look up all the references to drink, drunk, drunkenness, wine, strong drink, sober, etc

                b. See what you can find on the topic in a Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia

                c. Determine what the Bible prohibits and allows, where do we have “freedom”

                d. State the case for and against making rules where the Bible doesn’t

                e. State the principle of  conscience and freedom  in grey areas (see Rom 14)

                f. State your understanding of what God wants you to do on this issue (conviction)

                g. How should one respond to one who doesn’t hold your conviction?

                h. How should one respond to the “professional weaker brother”?

i. Compare your statement in 13f to Jesus’ lifestyle on the subject

j. Spend no more than a half an hour surfing the Net for various perspectives of the issue and see how what you find 

compares with what you developed.

 

APPLICATION  

15. Evaluate your life in  the areas/traits mentioned. Where are you a good example, where could you stand improvement?

16. What steps or strategies could  one take to develop each of the traits?

17. What makes it difficult to develop or demonstrate each trait?

18. What does God want you to do as a result of being exposed to His truth?

 

