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12  One of them, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons."
13  This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,
14  not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.
 
This passage is rather straightforward in outlining and content. But the next two verses have a few curveballs. So zip through these, get a start on the next two, and then begin work on outlining and synthesizing the whole section. This last step often drops by the wayside, and as a result, understanding doesn’t get crystallized, convictions don’t get built, and many follow the Cretans. 
As usual, please explore these verses on your own  before seeing what others (including me, below) have done. As an added bonus try to identify the rhetorical devices Paul uses to persuade his audience
 
v12 who are the “them”? are they believers or unbelievers?
Why does Paul use the quote, rhetorically as well as content-wise? [the last term yields a fun word picture]
 
v13 what is rebuke? how does it differ from warning, admonishment, reproof, rejection? does it have to be done sharply? what is the purpose of rebuke? for extra credit, compile a list of ministry tools from the different forms of speech believers should use in ministry.
How does this verse tie into the qualifications for elders? Should only Titus do this? Only elders? All believers?
What is a sound faith? {one that sounds good?}
 
v14  to what truth is Paul referring? What fables? What fables are pandered in the contemporary Christian marketplace?
How does this verse contribute to the believer-unbeliever identity question?
 
I’ll send an outline in a separate document so you won’t be tempted.
 

