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If you haven’t already done so, review your exegetical outline of 1:16-17. Remember that righteousness can refer to being justified or sanctified, the root meaning being rightly related to God. Verses 18-19 must give a reason for the emphasis of 16-17, that the already just will continue to live by faith in God’s revelation of Himself, His promises, and His requirements.

Also ask yourself which aspect of salvation (justification/sanctification/glorification) Paul means in each context.

 

18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.

 

Write down or underline everything about the people about which Paul is writing in these verses, and think through the implications regarding their spiritual state.  For instance:

Wrath is revealed = currently seen (How?...stay tuned)

Who suppress = they must have it to actively suppress it by their unrighteousness, no dead corpses here.

What may be known of God is manifest in them (something is supposed to be obvious) =

God has shown it to them =

 

20  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,

This verse gives a reason for why Paul says God will judge those who fail to live by faith

 

God’s invisible attributes (v 20) are clearly seen AND understood =

They are without excuse =

They knew God !!! (really or just about Him?)= 

They failed to glorify or be thankful (for what?) =

 

21  because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

 

Became futile (as cognizant adults) =

Hearts were darkened (from a state of light, no shade of original sin here)=

 

22  Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23  and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man——and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.

Profess to be wise (on what basis) became fools (why not sinners)= 

Changed the glory (alchemy in reverse)=

 

 

24  Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves,

Given up as a consequences of their adult actions = (how does this and the next verse square with reformed Calvinism?)

 

25  who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Exchanged the truth = had the truth and volitional power (free will) over what they did with the truth

Worshipped and served =

 

 

26  For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature.

Is Paul talking about homosexuality?

If so, is he saying it’s a consequence?

 

27  Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.

 

 

28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;

Had God in their knowledge=

Given over (what does that say about the “before”)=

 

 

29  being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers,

Make sure you know what each of these words looks like in real life. Then insert your definition in the blank below:

Say to yourself _______________ is a sign of an unfit mind, unbecoming for a believer in Christ, setting me up for judgment. 

 

 

 

30  backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,

 

 

31  undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful;

 

 

32  who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

They know the righteous judgment of God = 

Not the motivation God intended to modify one’s behavior.

Is capital punishment a deterrent?

 

Read Romans 2:5-18 to better understand the term “judgment”. Like salvation, and righteousness, and just, don’t assume you know it.

Extra Milers Club: Identify how each of the Subordinating conjunctions that begin verses link with the preceding verse; ie, Mini Exegetical outline, eg, The Reason the (something in 17) is because (the idea for 18-19).

 

