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1 Paul, a slave of Jesus Christ, a called apostle, separated to the gospel of God,

 

2  which He promised before through His prophets in holy Scriptures,
The Manner of the gospel Paul preaches is that God promised it through the ministry of the OT prophets.

OR The Content of the gospel Paul preaches is that which God promised through the ministry of the OT prophets.

                God Promised

                The Time When God promised is before Paul’s time

                The Means by which God promised the gospel is through the ministry of the prophets

                The Place where God promised is in the Holy Scriptures

 

NB The prophets wrote a whole lot more about the establishment of the promised Kingdom than the substitutionary atonement.

 

3  concerning His Son who came of the seed of David according to flesh,
The Manner/Content of the Gospel promised by the OT prophets concerns God Son, heir of the David throne.

                The Gospel concerns God’s Son

                The Manner/One who is God’s son is that he descended from David

                The Manner in which God’s son was of the seed of David is according to the flesh.

 

NB The son of David was the one who had the right to rule the future kingdom per the Davidic covenant 1Sam 7, Ps 89

 

4  who was marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord;
Somebody was declared to be the Son of God with power/authority

The Manner in which he was declared was according to the Spirit of holiness

The Means by which he was declared was by the resurrection from the dead

The One who was declared to be the Son of God with authority was Jesus Christ, our Lord.

 

5  by whom we received grace and apostleship to obedience of faith among all the nations, for His name’s sake,
The One from whom Paul received grace and apostleship is Jesus the promises Messiah and our Lord and Master 

Paul received grace and apostleship

The Purpose for which Paul received grace and apostleship was to produce obedience prompted by/sourced in/consisting of/which is/accompanying faith

The Place/Sphere/Ones among whom this obedience is to be produced  is among all the nations.

The Purpose of faithful obedience is for God’s glory. 

 

6  among whom are you also, called-out ones of Jesus Christ;
The Ones who are among the nations are the Romans (as well as others)

The Manner of the Romans are that they are the select/elect/invited/special ones of Jesus the Messiah 

 

7  to all those who are in Rome, beloved of God, called-out saints, Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Ones to whom Paul writes are those in Rome

The Manner of the Romans is that they are the beloved of God, select/elect saints/holy ones

 

8  First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of in all the world.
Paul thanks God

The means by which Paul thanks God is through the mediation of Christ

The Ones for whom Paul thanks God is all the Romans 

The Reason Paul thanks God for the Romans is that their faith is spoken of in all the world.

 

9  For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His Son, how without ceasing I make mention of you
The Reason Paul can say he thanks God for the Roman’s faith is because God is his witness

The One who witnesses his prayers in the God whom he serves 

The manner/means  in which Paul serves God is in his spirit

The sphere in which Paul serves is in the sharing of the gospel of His Son

The Content of which God is his witness that Paul constantly mentions the Romans 

 

10  always at my prayers, beseeching if by any means now at length I shall be blessed by the will of God to come to you.
The time when Paul mentions the Romans is at prayer

The content of Paul’s prayer is that he should somehow be blessed by the will of God

The Purpose /Result of being blessed is that Paul will visit the Romans

 

11  For I long to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, for the establishing of you;
The Reason why Paul want to visit is so that hc can see them

The Purpose in seeing them is to impart some spiritual gift/grace to the Romans

The Purpose of imparting spiritual gift is to establish them (in the faith?)

 

12  and this is to be comforted together among you, through the faith in one another, both yours and mine.
12  that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.
The Result of establishing the Romans in the faith is that they will be mutually edified by each other’s faith

                Paul wishes to be mutually edified

                The ones with whom he wishes to be edified are the Romans

                The means by which they will be edified is by their mutual faith

 

 

13  But I do not wish you to be ignorant, brothers, that often I purposed to come to you, and was kept back until the present, that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among the other nations.
Paul doesn’t want his Roman brothers to be ignorant

The Content about which he doesn’t want them ignorant is that he often wanted to have a fruitful ministry among them but was prevented
                Paul often wanted to visit the Romans but was prevented until the present

                The Purpose for which Paul wanted to visit was to have fruitful ministry among them

                The Manner in which Paul wanted fruit was as he had among the other nations

 

 

14  I am a debtor both to Greeks and to foreigners, both to wise, and to foolish,
The Reason Paul wanted to have a ministry among the Romans is because he was (commissioned by Christ to minister to them and thus) obligated.
                Paul is a debtor/has an obligation

                The ones to whom Paul is a debtor are Greeks, foreigners, wise and foolish.

 

15  so as far as in me lies, I am eager to preach the gospel to you in Rome also.
                The Result of Paul being obligated is that he is passionate to preach the gospel (good angel) to the Roman Christians 

 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation to everyone believing, both to Jew first, and to Greek;
The Reason Paul is passionate about preaching is because he is not ashamed of the good news regarding Christ.

                The Reason Paul is not ashamed of the gospel is because it is the power of God to save all who exercise faith

                                The gospel is power from God

                                The Purpose of the gospel being power is for salvation

                                                The Ones for whom the gospel is power for salvation are everyone believing

                                                The Ones who are believing are first the Jews and then the Greeks

 

17  for in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; even as it has been written, "But the just shall live by" "faith." Hab. 2:4
The Reason Paul can say the gospel saves all who exercise faith in its contents is because the OT indicates that righteousness is by faith.
                The Means/Place where/Sphere in which God’s righteousness is displayed is in/by the Gospel

                The Righteousness of (=sourced in/required by/produced/owned by) God is revealed/uncovered/manifested/displayed

                The Manner in which God’s righteousness is displayed is ek out of/from faith eis to faith 

                                (OR The Ones to Whom God’s righteousness is displayed are those exercising faith, Jewish faith to Gentile faith)

                                (OR The Manner in which God’s righteousness is displayed starts with faith and ends with faith.)

The Reason Paul can say the God’s righteousness is ek/eis faith is because the OT indicates that the righteous must live by faith.

 

NB One must decide if “in it” or “by it” is meant. The former views the gospel as a message to be read aloud. The latter views the gospel as a dynamic to be applied (belief system to be embraced). Revealed goes with the former; Displayed in life with the latter. 

Passing along the message, “from one faith to another” goes with the former; Rooted in faith, finishing in faith (cf NIV first to last) with the latter. The OT quote deals more with continuing lifestyle belief in God’s revealed character and not with justification.

 

18  For God’s wrath is revealed from Heaven on all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, holding the truth in unrighteousness,
The Reason the righteousness required by God is manifested by ongoing faith is because God will judge all those who fail to live out that righteousness.

God’s wrath is revealed from heaven

The Ones on whom God’s wrath is revealed is on ungodly and unrighteous men

The Manner of the men is that they hold the truth but in unrighteousness.

 

