James 3:9-12 6/95

9a 

By this/with it 

9b we bless God, 

9c 

even the Father; 

9d and 
by this/with it 

9e we curse men, 

9f 
having come into being/who are made according to the image of God.

10a 

Out of the same mouth comes forth/proceedes blessing and cursing. 

10b My brethren, it is not fitting for these things to be so/ought not so to be.

11a 

Does a fountain 

11b 


out of the same hole 

11c 

send forth 

11d 


the sweet and the bitter? 

12a 

My brothers is a fig tree able to produce olives

12b 

or a vine, figs? 

12c 
So neither can a fountain produce both salt and sweet water

A. 1 The Reason believers should not be quick to be teachers is because teachers are judged by a stricter standard.

B. 2a-b The Reason we should be concerned about judgment is because there are many areas in which we are likely to sin and face judgment (particularly in the use of the tongue in teaching).

C. 2c-e The One who does not have to worry about future judgement is the one who can control his/her tongue, because control of the tongue indicated self-control of the rest of a person.

D. 3-4 The Reason James can say the ability to control the tongue indicates ability to control the body is because that's the way
horses and ships work 

E. 5a-8c The Reason one should control their tongue is because it has great consequences. 

F. 9-12 The Result of failing to control one's tongue in speaking negatively about others is that one is not able to offer acceptable (undefiled) praise to God.

F1. 9a-f The Means by which we bless God the Father and curse His image is by the tongue 


F1a. 9a-c The Means by which we bless God the Father is by the tongue 



1. 9a The Means by which we bless God is by the tongue 



2. 9b We bless God = SVP#1 



3. 9c The One whom we bless is the Father; 


F1b. 9d-f The Means by which we curse the Father's image is by the tongue.



1. 9d The Means by which we curse men is by the tongue 



2. 9e We curse men, = SVP #2



3. 9f The Ones Whom we curse are those made according to the image of God.

F2. 10a-b The Thing Which is not fitting is for the same mouth to produce blessing and cursing. 

 
F2a. 10a The Thing Which is not fitting is for the same mouth to produce blessing and cursing. 


F2b. 10b It is not fitting for these things to be so = MVP

F3. 11a-12b The Reason it is not fitting for the same mouth to produce blessing and cursing is because a root can only produce one kind of fruit.


F3a. 11a-d A fountain does not produce bitter and sweet water from the same source = SVP #1


F3b. 12a A fig tree is not able to produce olives = SVP #2


F3c. 12b A grape vine is not able to produce figs = SVP #3

F4. 12c The Result of it being not fitting for a root to produce more than one kind of fruit is that a fountain can not produce both salt and sweet water (If we're cursing men, we're not blessing God).

