James 3:5-8  5/95

5a So also/Even so the tongue is a little member, 

5b and/yet it boasts of great things. 

5c Behold, how little a fire kindles how great a forest  

6a 
And the tongue [is] a fire, 

6b 

the/a world of iniquity: 

6c 


so the tongue is set among our members, 

6d 


spotting/that it defiles the whole body, 

6e 

and inflaming the course of nature/our life; 

6f 
and having been inflamed from/by hell.

7a For every kind/species of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of animals in the sea, is tamed, 

7b 
and has been tamed 

7c 

by mankind:

8a But the tongue no one of man can tame; 

8b 
[it is] an unrestrainable/unruly evil, 

8c 

full of death-dealing deadly poison.

A. 1 The Reason believers should not be quick to be teachers is because teachers are judged by a stricter standard.

B. 2a-b The Reason we should be concerned about judgment is because there are many areas in which we are likely to sin and face judgment (particularly in the use of the tongue in teaching).

C. 2c-e The One who does not have to worry about future judgement is the one who can control his/her tongue, because control of the tongue indicated self-control of the rest of a person.

D. 3-4 The Reason James can say the ability to control the tongue indicates ability to control the body is because that's the way
horses and ships work 

D1. 3a-c The Manner in which we control horses is by controlling their mouths.

D2. 4a-e The Manner in which we control ships is by controlling a small but important part of them. 

E. 5a-b The Result of the tongue being little yet determinative is that is can have great destructive consequences. 

OR The Reason one should control their tongue is because it has great consequences. 

E1. 5c The Manner in which the tongue has consequences is like a match setting a forest fire.

E2. 6a-b 
The Manner in which the tongue is a fire is that it is a world of iniquity


6a 
The tongue is a fire = MVP


6b 
The Manner in which the tongue is a fire is that it is a world of iniquity

E3. 6c-b The Reason the tongue trashes one's life is that it is set on fire from the trash heap.


6c 
The tongue is set among our members =SVP


6d 
The Result of it being set/(Manner in which it is set) is that it
defiles the whole body


6e 
The Result of the tongue defiling the whole body is that it trashes your life


6f 
The Reason the tongue trashes one's life is that it is set on fire from the trash heap.

E4. 7a-8c The Reason the tongue is set on fire from hell is because its control is not human but death causing evil.


7a All animals are tamed = SVP


7b All animals have been tamed = SVP


7c The One by whom the beasts have been tamed is by man


8a No man can tame the tongue = SVP


8b The Reason no one can tame the tongue is because it is an unruly evil


8c The Result of being an unrestrained evil is that it causes death (lack of blessing)

