James 2:1-4   2/95

1 My brethren, have not 




with partiality/respect of persons. 



the faith of our Lord 






Jesus Christ, 






of the glory, 

2 For if there come into your assembly 


a man 



with a gold ring, 



in fine apparel, 


and also there come in a poor man 



in shabby clothing/vile raiment; 

3 And you look on/have respect to him that wears the fine clothing, 


and say to him, 



Sit thou here in a good place; 


and say to the poor, 



Stand thou there, 



or sit here under my footstool: 

4 
Are you not then partial in yourselves, 


and are become judges with evil thoughts/reasonings? 

I. (1-4) The Reason believers should be not only doers of what they hear but appliers of what they believe is because failure to do so classes them among the un-blessable wicked.

A. Believers should not have faith without appropriate actions

1a Believers should not have = MVP

1b The thing which believers should not have is (faith) confidence in the Lord of Glory while (not living consistently with one's faith) giving preferential treatment to glorious persons.

B. 2-4 The Reason believers shouldn't have confidence in the Lord of Glory while giving preferential treatment to glorious persons is because such treatment is an evil departure from relying on God.


B1.  2-3 The Manner of showing partiality is to give preferential treatment to those who can grant us favors.



B1a. A (rich) man comes into the assembly = SVP 



The manner of the man is gold rings and glad rags



B1b. A poor man comes into the assembly = SVP



The manner of the man is sad rags



B1c. One gives preference to the rich man = SVP



The manner of giving preference is to give him a good seat



B1d. One does not give preference to the poor man (implied) =URSVP



The manner of not giving preference is to give him no seat or a poor one


B2. 4  The result of preferring those who we think can outwardly benefit us  (vv2-3) is that we become those who have decided the wrong thing (wicked judges)

an = SVP



The manner of giving preference is to give him a good seat

