James 1:9-12 BC 10/92

9a But (de) let the humble brother 

9b rejoice 

9c 

in his exaltation

10a But (de) the rich, (rejoice)

10b 

in his humiliation

10c 
because ('oti) as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.

11a 

For (gap) 
the sun has no sooner risen with a burning heat, 

11b 



but it withers the grass, 

11c 



and its flower falls, 

11d 



and the grace of its fashion perishes: 

11e 


so also shall the rich man fade away 

11f 



in his ways.

12a Blessed [is] the man that endures temptation: 

12b 

for 

('oti) having been approved, 

12c 

he shall receive the crown of life, 

12d 



which the Lord hath promised 

12e 




to them that love him.

I. vv1-4 The Reason James tells persecuted believers to rejoice in the midsts of trials to 

their faith is because (they know that) successfully enduring the refining of 

their faith results in reward.

II. vv5-8 The Means of successfully enduring the refining of one's faith is to exercise faith 

in asking God for wisdom in the trial.

III. 9-12 The Manner in which believers should endure trials is with the perspective that the only thing worth getting excited about is their future reward.

A. 9-10 The Thing in which both rich and poor believers should rejoice is their future exaltation.

A1. 9a-c The Thing which a poor believer should value more than his present poverty for the sake of Christ is his future reward


A1a. 9a-b The One who should rejoice is the believer who has suffered loss on account of his faith = MVP


A1b. 9c The Thing/Sphere in which he should rejoice is his future exaltation/reward

A2. 10a-b The Thing which a rich believer should value more than his present possessions is his persecution for the sake of 

Christ


A2a. 10a The Rich believer should rejoice = MVP


A2b. 10b The Thing/Sphere in which he should rejoice is his deprivation for the sake of Christ 


A2c. 10c The Reason a rich believer should value persecution more than present position is because his position is 


temporary 



A2c-1. The rich shall pass away



A2c-2. The Manner in which the rich shall pass away is like a flower wilting


A2d. 11a-f The Reason the rich will fade like a flower is because riches have the same lack of rooted endurance under 

persecution as a cut flower does under the burning sun  (...because the manner in which the rich position is 

temporary is similar to the rapidly fading glory of a cut flower in the hot sun.)

B. The Reason Believers should have the perspective that the only thing worth getting excited about is their future reward is because the only person to be envied is the one who has been rewarded for their faithfulness with the position of authority in the kingdom.

B1. 12a The One who is blessed (to be envied) is the one who endures temptation

B2. 12b-e The Reason the one who endures temptation is blessed is because he'll receive reward


B2a. 12b The Time when he shall receive the crown of life is after being proved and refined in the fire


B2b. 12c He shall receive the crown of life = MVP


B2c. 12d-e The Thing which he shall receive is the promise reward of the crown of life



B2c-1. 12d The Lord has promised reward = SVP



B2c-2. 12e The Ones to whom the Lord has promised reward are those who are loyal to Him

5011 tapeinos {tap-i-nos'} of uncertain derivation; TDNT - 8:1,1152; adj AV - of low degree 2, humble 2, base 1, cast down 1, of low estate 1, lowly 1; 8 1) not rising far from the ground 2) metaph. 2a) as a condition, lowly, of low degree 2b) brought low with grief, depressed 2c) lowly in spirit, humble 2d) in a bad sense, deporting one's self abjectly, deferring servilely to others

2744 kauchaomai {kow-khah'-om-ahee} from some (obsolete) base akin to that of aucheo (to boast) and 2172; TDNT - 3:645,423; v AV - glory 23, boast 8, rejoice 4, make boast 2, joy 1; 38 1) to glory (whether with reason or without) 2) to glory on account of a thing 3) to glory in a thing

5311 hupsos {hoop'-sos} from a derivative of 5228; TDNT - 8:602,1241; n n AV - on high 2, height 2, high 1, be exalted 1; 6 1) height 1a) of measurement 1b) of place, heaven 1c) metaph. rank, high station

4145 plousios {ploo'-see-os} from 4149; TDNT - 6:318,873; adj AV - rich 28; 28 1) wealthy, abounding in material resources 2) metaph. abounding, abundantly supplied 2a) abounding (rich) in Christian virtues and eternal possessions

5014 tapeinosis {tap-i'-no-sis} from 5013; TDNT - 8:1,1152; n f AV - low estate 1, humiliation 1, vile 1, be made low 1; 4 1) lowness, low estate 2) metaph. 2a) spiritual abasement, leading one to perceive and lament his (moral) littleness and guilt

3754 hoti {hot'-ee} neuter of 3748 as conjunction; demonst. that (sometimes redundant);; conj AV - that 612, for 264, because 173, how that 21, how 11, misc 212; 1293 1) that, because, since

3779 houto {hoo'-to} or (before a vowel} houtos {hoo'-toce} from 3778;; adv AV - so 164, thus 17, even so 9, on this wise 6, likewise 4, after this manner 3, misc 10; 213 1) in this manner, thus, so

4197 poreia {por-i'-ah} from 4198;; noun feminine AV - journeying + 4160 1, way 1; 2 1) a journey 2) a going, that is: purpose, pursuit, undertaking

3107 makarios {mak-ar'-ee-os} a prolonged form of the poetical makar (meaning the same); TDNT - 4:362,548; adj AV - blessed 44, happy 5, happier 1; 50 1) blessed, happy

5278 hupomeno {hoop-om-en'-o} from 5259 and 3306; TDNT - 4:581,581; v AV - endure 11, take patiently 2, tarry behind 1, abide 1, patient 1, suffer 1; 17 1) to remain 1a) to tarry behind 2) to remain i.e. abide, not recede or flee 2a) to preserve: under misfortunes and trials to hold fast to one's faith in Christ 2b) to endure, bear bravely and calmly: ill treatments

3986 peirasmos {pi-ras-mos'} from 3985; TDNT - 6:23,822; n m AV - temptation 19, temptations 1, try 1; 21 1) an experiment, attempt, trial, proving 1a) trial, proving: the trial made of you by my bodily condition, since condition served as to test the love of the Galatians toward Paul (Gal. 4:14) 1b) the trial of man's fidelity, integrity, virtue, constancy 1b1) an enticement to sin, temptation, whether arising from the desires or from the outward circumstances 1b2) an internal temptation to sin 1b2a) of the temptation by which the devil sought to divert Jesus the Messiah from his divine errand 1b3) of the condition of things, or a mental state, by which we are enticed to sin, or to a lapse from the faith and holiness 1b4) adversity, affliction, trouble: sent by God and serving to test or prove one's character, faith, holiness 1c) temptation (i.e. trial) of God by men 1c1) rebellion against God, by which his power and justice are, as it were, put to the proof and challenged to show themselves

1384 dokimos {dok'-ee-mos} from 1380; TDNT - 2:255,183; adj AV - approved 6, tried 1; 7 1) accepted, particularly of coins and money. 2) accepted, pleasing, acceptable

