








James 1:5-8  BC 10/94

5a 

If any of you lacks wisdom, 

5b
let him ask of God, 

5c 

who gives to all generously/simply and without reproach/repercussions 

5d 

and it shall be given to him. 

6a 

But let him ask 

6b


in faith, 

6c 


not wavering. 

6d 



For he that wavers is like a wave of the sea 

6e




driven with the wind and tossed. 

7a 



Therefore, let not that man think 

7b




that he shall receive any thing from the Lord. 

8 



A double minded man [is] unstable in all his/His ways. 

I. vv1-4 The Reason James tells persecuted believers to rejoice in the midsts of trials to 

their faith is because (they know that) successfully enduring the refining of 

their faith results in reward.

II. vv5-8 The Means of successfully enduring the refining of one's faith is to exercise faith 

in asking God for wisdom in the trial.

A. v5 The Result of asking a generous God for wisdom in the midsts of trials is that He responds by giving wisdom

v5a
1. The One Who should ask God is the one who lacks wisdom (choosing the right objectives and 

the right means of obtaining them)

v5b
2. Ask God = MVP

v5c
3. The One Who is asked is the one who gives simply and without hassling/reproach

v5d
4. The Result of asking a straight-shooting/generous God is that one receives

B. v6-8
The Reason one should ask God for wisdom with an unshakeable confidence 

in His goodness and ability is because failure to believe God (as He's revealed 

himself) results in being a wisdomless wave.

v6a-b
1. The Manner in which one should ask is with confidence in the goodness of God.

v6a

1a. Let him ask = MVP

v6b  

1b. The Manner in which one should ask is with confidence that God is who He said He is and will do what He said He'll do

v6c  

1c. The Manner in which one should not ask is with doubt

{vv6-8
2. The Reason one should ask without wavering is because...

{v6d-e

2a. The Reason one should ask without wavering is because...wave

{v7a-b

2b. The Reason one should ask without wavering is because...won't receive if waver

{v8

2c. The Reason one should ask without wavering is because...unstable

OR 

{vv6-8
2. The Reason one should ask without wavering is because...

{v6d-e

2a. The Reason one should ask without wavering is because...wave

{v7a-b


2b. The Reason a wave is tossed is because...won't receive help from God

{v8



2c. The Reason a wave won't receive help is because...unstable

OR

v6d-e
2. The Reason one should ask without wavering is because one who doubts the goodness and 


ability of God becomes controlled by circumstances rather than faith (or God)

v6d

2a. The One who wavers is like a wave = SVP

v6e

2b. The Manner in which the wavering one is like a wave is that they are controlled by external circumstances

v7a-b
3. The Result of being a wavering wave is that one will not receive any wisdom or aid from God. 

v7a

  
3a. The one who wavers should not suppose = SVP

v7b


3b. The Content of the supposition is that they will not receive any aid from God

v8 
4. The Reason God won't be committed to helping a wavering wave is because the wave lacks any 

commitment or loyalty to God. (modifies 3., not 3a.)

