James 1:22-25 1/95

22a de But become doers of the word, 

22b 
and not hearers only, 

22c 

deceiving yourselves. 

23a 


oti because if any is 
a hearer of the word, 

23b 







and not a doer, 

23c
 


he is like a man studying his natural face 






in a mirror: 

24a 





gar For he studies (aor) himself, 

24b 






and goes (aor) away, 

24c 







and immediately he forgets

24d








of what manner he was. 

25a 


de But the one looking (aor)






 into the perfect law of liberty, 

25b 





and continuing (aor)

25c






this one not being a forgetful hearer, 

25d







but a doer of the work, 

25e

this man shall be blessed in/by his doing.

VI. vv22-27 The Manner of being a doer (obeying the Law of Liberty) in such a way as to be blessed is to both limit yourself for the benefit of others while maintaining inner discipline.

A. v22a-b  Do what you hear = MVP

B. vv22c-25e The Reason beleivers should do what they hear is because the result of just being a hearer is deceived unprofitability while the result of being a doer is blessedness.

B1. 22c The Result of being a hearer only is you're deceiving yourself


B1a. 23a-24d  The Reason you're deceiving yourself is because the result of being a hearer and not a doer is unprofitability.


B1b. 23a-c The result of being a hearer and not a doer is unprofitability.


B1c. 24a-d The Reason he is like a man who just looks in the mirror is because he immediately forgets what he saw.  



 

or B1c. 24a-d The Manner of a man who hears and doesn't do is like a man in a who just looks in a mirror (and forgets what he saw)

B2. v25a-e The Result of hearing and doing is being blessed


B2a. 25a-b The One Who is blessed is the one looking into the perfect law of liberty and continuing 


B2b. 25c-d The Manner of continuing is in not being a forgetful hearer but a doer


B2c. 25e
One shall be blessed  = MVP


B2d. 25f The Means/Reason by which blessed is by his doing.

NB v23c Natural face and forget. It's not a matter of having the mirror point out flaws, but remind of identity. Face of birth is the natural identity of the person. The mirror reminds him of who he is. This is not a reference to the new birth in this verse. In the next verse there is the implied reference to the new birth. James wants this readers to remember that their new birth was for the purpose of blessing them, not for them to get angry at God.

NB 25a Why perfect law? could be complete or final. The answer must take into account liberty and natural face. The law of liberty gives a more accurate versus inperfect picture of our reality. Or it gives the complete picture (That we're going through trials for future glory), which we couldn't just see on the natural plane. 

The law of liberty could be:

in contrast to the bondage of the ot law

one that sets free from sin -Rom 8

but the context is not overcoming the bondage of sinful habits.

Rather the context is Rom 8:2 or 21 the liberty is freedom form the Adamic condition. the glorious liberty of the sons of men, when they are removed from the groaning of this life and placed in glory in the next.

NB 25f If the blessing occurs in the Sphere of doing, then James has shifted to the temporal realm. (As you obey God blesses you in the thing you're obeying) But the context of blessing is clearly future, ie 1:12.

Chiastic or Parallel structure:

A 22a  But become doers of the word, 

B 22b 

and not hearers only, 

C 22c 


deceiving yourselves. 

D 23a 


oti because if any is 
a hearer of the word, 

E 23b 







and not a doer, 

23c 


he is like a man studying his natural face 





in a mirror: 

24a 




 For he studies himself and goes away, 

24c 





and immediately he forgets of what manner he was. 

25a 


de But the one looking (aor)





 into the perfect law of liberty, 

25b 




and continuing (aor)

'25c





this one not being a forgetful hearer, 

A'25d
but a doer of the work, 

25e

this man shall be blessed 

25f 



in/by his doing.

