James 1:19-21 BC 12/94

19a Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 

19b 

let every man be swift to hear, 

19c 



slow to speak, 

19d 



slow to wrath: 

20 




For the wrath of man achieves not the righteousness of God. 

21a 

Wherefore 

having put aside


all filthiness 

21b 







and
all that remains of wickedness, 

21c 





accept 

21d 






with meekness 

21e 






the implanted word, 

21f 







being able to save your souls.

I. vv1-4 The Reason James tells persecuted believers to rejoice in the midsts of trials to their faith is because (they know that) successfully enduring the refining of their faith results in reward.

II. vv5-8 The Means of successfully enduring the refining of one's faith is to exercise faith in asking God for wisdom in the trial.

III. vv9-12 The Manner in which believers should endure trials is with the perspective that the only thing worth getting excited about is their future reward.

IV. 13-18 The Manner in which believers should endure trials is by not blaming God for the difficulty but by refusing to give in to their desires, because not only is God infinitely good, but His purpose is for us to endure and get rewards (so He wouldn't tempt us to miss them)

V. (19-21) The Result of God's purpose to bless believers is that we should not demonstrate unrighteous behavior, (being angry at God and blaming Him in trials), but rather righteous behavior (hear & obey the word) since that's what saves us (it's the righteous that God blesses = delivers/rewards/glorifies).

A. 19a-d Believers should be quick to hear God but slow to grumble or get angry at Him

B. 20 The Reason Believers should be slow to anger is because such a response to trials doesn't produce the righteousness which God desires.

C. 21a-f The Reason Believers should be quick to hear and accept the word of God is because that is what produces the righteous life that enables them to lay claim to God's promises for protection and reward.

C1. 21a-b The Time when believers should embrace the word is after divesting themselves of sin

C2. 21c-e Believers should humbly accept the word of God as the truth which governs their existence. 


C2a. 21c Believers should accept/embrace/receive/welcome


C2b. 21b The Manner in which they embrace is humbly, without grumbling or arguing with God


C2c. The Thing which they should embrace is the implications of the truth which caused them to be born again (to a hope)

C3. 21f The Reason Believers should eliminate sin and embrace the word is because obeying the Word is what saves them from loss. (The word which justifies is the same one which sanctifies and glorifies.)

