James 1:16-19 BC 11/94 

16 Do not be deceived/go astray my beloved brothers

17a Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

17b 

coming down 

17c 


from (apo) the Father of lights, 

17d 



with whom is no variableness, nor shadow of turning. 

18a 

Having purposed/Of his own will 

18b 
he brought us forth 

18c 

by the word of truth, 

18d 


that (eis) we should be a kind of firstfruits 

18e 



of his creatures.

I. vv1-4 The Reason James tells persecuted believers to rejoice in the midsts of trials to their faith is because (they know that) successfully enduring the refining of their faith results in reward.

II. vv5-8 The Means of successfully enduring the refining of one's faith is to exercise faith in asking God for wisdom in the trial.

III. vv9-12 The Manner in which believers should endure trials is with the perspective that the only thing worth getting excited about is their future reward.

IV. 13-18 The Manner in which believers should endure trials is by not blaming God for the difficulty but by refusing to give in to their desires, because not only is God infinitely good, but His purpose is for us to endure and get rewards (so He wouldn't tempt us to miss them)

A. 13a-c  No one should blame God for tempting them = MVP

B. 13d-15d The Reason no one should blame God is because He's not the source of our death but we are

C. 16a-18e The Reason God's not the source of our trials but we are is because not only is God infinitely good, but His purpose is for us to endure and get rewards (so He wouldn't tempt us to miss them)

OR C. 16a-18e The (positive) Reason no one should blame God is because not only is God infinitely good, but His purpose is for us to endure and get rewards (so He wouldn't tempt us to miss them)

C1. 16 Believers should not be deceived about God being the source of their temptation to disloyalty MVP

C2. 17-18 The Reason Believers should not be deceived is because...not only is God infinitely good, but His purpose is for us to endure and get rewards (so He wouldn't tempt us to miss them)


C2a. 17a-d The Reason believers should not be deceived is because God  is all good and only good 


things come from Him



C2a-1. 17a Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above = SVP



C2a-2. 17b The Manner of good being from above is that it comes down





C2a-3. 17c The Source from which it comes down is from the Father of lights 



C2a-4. 17d The Manner of the Father of lights is that He doesn't depart from His all good character


C2b. 18a-e The Reason why believers should not be deceived is because God's purpose in 



begetting us was to have us be
the choicest of His creatures

OR 18a-e The Reason why God begot us is because it was in accord with His plan...choicest of His creatures



C2b-1. 18a The Reason why God brought us forth is because it was in accord with His plan 



C2b-2. 18b God brought us forth = SVP



C2b-3. 18c The Means by which God brought us forth is by the word of truth, 



C2b-4. 18d The Purpose of God begetting us is so that we should be a kind of firstfruits 



C2b-5. 18e The Thing of Which we are to be firstfruits is of his creatures.

he Reason why God brought us forth is because it was in accord with His plan 

