Ephesians 4 outline 5/92 Bill Cobb
I.
A. 1-3 Walk in unity




1   What: Walk Worthy



2-3 How:  humbly, lovingly, in unity


B. 4-6 Why: because it reflects the purpose and unity of God



either because God purposed that there would be unity; or its godlike

II.
7-16 Means of Walking in Unity: by using God's grace to build the Body

III.
17-31 Manner of Not Walking: like a Gentile

IV.
5:1-21 Manner of Walking: like God/Christ

I. vv 1-6  The Reason Believers should live in a unified manner is because such living is in accord with God's intent and action in saving them. 

A. v1 Believers should conduct their lives in a manner consistent with their purpose and destiny 

1. Believers should walk = MVP

2. The manner in which they should walk is 


worthily of their calling / in a manner consistent with their destiny

3. The means by which they received their destiny was by God 
calling/selecting them

B. The means by which believers should conduct worthy lives is by functioning as a unified body.

1. The manner in which they should bear with one another is humekel

2. The means by which they should walk worthily is by bearing with one another

3. The means by which they should walk worthily is by being eager to preserve unity

4. The manner in (or means by  or sphere in) which they preserve unity is in accord with the bond (or by strengthening the bond of  or in the sphere) of peace.[practicing peace]

C. The reason the Eph should walk together in a unified manner is because God operated in a unified manner in saving them.

II. vv 7-16 The means of walking in a unified manner is by using the diverse grace/gifts God has given to build up the Body.

OR a second reason (parallel to 4-6) that believers should walk in a unified manner is because God designed the diversity of the Body to contribute towards its unity.

A. Grace was given to each member of the Body to function in the Body under Christ's headship.

Eph  4:7 But to each one of us is/was given grace [aor pas]



Manner= according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

B. The reason Paul can say:.....is because of the OT quote

8 dio Therefore he says,




Having gone up on high, [aor act ptc]



he led captivity captive, [aor act ind] 2 Cor 2:14



and gave gifts unto men.

The one who ascended is the one who had first descended (demonstrating humility {nec. for unity})

9 (Now that he ascended, [aor act ind]




what is it except that he also




first came down/descended first/went down  [aot act ind]





into the lower parts/regions of the earth?

The one who descended is the one who also ascended

10 
The one coming down / He that came down/descended [aor a ptc]


is also the one going up / the same also who went up/ascended up

The place where he ascended = far above all the heavens,

The purpose in ascending= that he might fill all things.)[aor act sub]

C. The result of Christ giving gifted men to equip the church was that it would self-edify. (reproduce)

C1. Christ gave gifted men (to the church)

11 And he gave some (to be), apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

C2. v12 The purpose for which Christ gave gifted men to the Church is to equip the saints.

The purpose for which the saints are equipped is the work of ministry

The purpose for the work of ministry is the edifying of the Body.

12 pros For the perfecting of the saints,


eis for the work of the ministry,



eis for the edifying of the body of Christ:

C3. v13 The time until the gifted men are given is until the body reaches reproductive maturity.

13 Till we all come



eis in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,



eis unto a perfect man,



eis unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

C4. The result of the maturity produced by the gifted men is that each member of the Body will contribute to the unity of the Body build itself up.)

C4a. v14 The result....of reaching the state described in v13 is that the Body won't be immature.

14 That we [henceforth] be no more children, 

tossed to and fro,and carried about with every wind of doctrine,

 by the sleight of men, 

[and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

C4b. vv 15-16 The result of reaching the maturity described in v13 is that we will not be helpless infants but rather grow reproductively

1) We should grow

2) The means of growing is by speaking the truth in love


a) speaking  = means of growing is by speaking the truth


b) in love = manner of speaking the truth is in love

3) The sphere of our growth is into total Christlikeness 


a) into him =  sphere/goal of our growth is Christlikeness


b) The extent/manner of our growth into Christ is in all things/all-encompassing

4) The Reason the body should grow in Christlikeness is because Christ is the head of the body, in control of it

5) v16 The Manner in which the body achieves self-sustaining growth (reproduction) is as each part does the job planned for it by Christ.

a) from whom = The source of the Body's growth is Christ

b) MVP Subject= all the Body....Verb= produces....Object= growth of the body

c) The manner in which the body grows is as each member of the Body in consort contributes the grace God has given it.


c-1) fitted & compacted = The manner/time when/means by which the body produces growth is by members being structurally and emotionally joined together


c-2) (dia) through every bond/joint of assistance/ministry/supply = The means of the fitting & compacting is by the ministry of every part of the body


c-3)  (kata) according to the working of each part = The manner of the ministry/supply is as each part works


c-4) in its measure = The manner/extent of the working is in proportion to the grace God has given it 

d) The goal/result of the body producing its own growth is the reproduction of Christlikenss apart from the ministry of the gifted men. 


d-1) (eis) to the building up of itself = The goal or result of the growing is the Body reproducing itself.


d-2) (en) in love = The manner/sphere of the reproduction is love

III. vv17-31 The manner in which Believers should not walk is in their unsanctified self-centeredness.

17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, 

that you henceforth walk not as rest of the/other Gentiles walk, 

A. v17 The content of P's exhortation is that Eph believers should not live as the Gentiles do.



in the vanity of their mind,

1. The manner in which the Gentiles live is according to their futile thoughts

18 

Having been darkened in the understanding 

2. v18 The reason their thoughts are futile is because their understanding is darkened/unenlightened



being alienated from the life of God 

3. The reason they are unenlightened is because they are alienated from God




through the ignorance that is in them, 

4. The means/reason for their alienation is their ignorance





because of the blindness of their heart: or, hardness}

5. The reason for their ignorance is because of their blindness

6. The result...

19 Who being past/having cast off feeling 

v 19 The Gentiles are callous/past feeling/beyond pangs of conscience


have given themselves over/up to lust/lasciviousness, 

The reason they are past feeling is because they have sold their soul to sensuality



eis for the working of all uncleanness with greediness.

The purpose for which they have sold their soul is to engage in bond-trading

B. The reason believers should not live like Gentiles is because they should know/were taught better than that.

20 But you have not so learned Christ;

1. v20 The Eph have not learned to follow/imitate Christ with the lifestyle of a Gentile.

21 If indeed 
you heard him, 


and were taught by him, 

2. The Eph have been taught by Christ





as the truth is in Jesus:

3. The manner of life which they have been taught is according to the truth that is in Christ:

4. The content of the truth (that is) in Christ is:

22  

to put off you (aor mid inf)






concerning the former manner of life 





the old man,
which is corrupt 

according to the deceitful lusts;

1) The reason believers should get rid of their preconversion identity is because it stinks.


a) Believers should put off/get rid of their pre-conversion identity


b) The reason they should shed their pre-conversion identity is because it is corrupt



b-i) Their identity is corrupt



b-ii) The manner in which their old identity is corrupt is in being shaped by improper desires

23 

de  And 
to be renewed (pres pass inf) 






in the spirit of your mind;

2) The sphere in which believers should be renewed is their thinking and values.


a) Believers should be renewed


b) The sphere in which " is in their minds

24 

kai And   to put on the new man, (aor mid inf)






which according to God is created 







in righteousness and true holiness. 

3) The manner/type of the identity which believers should now assume is that characterized by righteousness and truth


a) Believers should assume their new identity


b) The new identity which they should assume is the one created according to God/like God (unity out of diversity)


b) The manner in which their new identity is created is acc to God


c) The sphere/manner/means of their new identity's creation is in/by righteousness and true holiness. 

C. vv 25-31 The reason Bel should live in an other-centered manner is bec their present and future well-being depends upon it.

25 Wherefore 

putting away lying, 
speak every man truth with his neighbor: 





for we are members one of another.

In light of the responsibility of believers to build up the body (v16) the manner in which they should live is not as self-centered gentiles, but as new creations, doing what's in each other's best interest.

OR In light of the truth that bel are to adopt or put on a renewed identity, the manner of a bel's life (walk) should be that of...

25 
Wherefore putting off the false (identity)  

The time when/manner one should speak truth is after forsaking the old identity. (c/b means, but unlikely bec. not automatic)


speak every man truth with his neighbor: 

The content of P's exhortation is that bel should speak truth

The ones who should speak = every one

The ones with whom truth should be spoken is with one's neighbor/members of the body


 
for we are members one of another.

The reason we should speak truth is because how we interact with others  affects/effects us as well

26 
Be ye angry, and sin not:

The content of P's exhortation is that bel should not sin in their anger


let not the sun go down upon your wrath/provocation

Believers should resolve differences quickly

27 

Neither give place to the devil.

The reason bel should resolve differences quickly is because otherwise the devil will use it to disrupt unity

OR The purpose of resolving differences quickly is so that the devil can't get a toehold on disrupting unity

28 
Let him that stole steal no more: 

The content = stop stealing



but rather let him labour, The content = labor



working the thing which is good The content/object/thing which one should works is that which is good



with [his] hands The manner of laboring = working with hands

 

that he may have to give to him that needeth. The purpose of laboring is to share with others

29 
Let no filthy/corrupt word/communication proceed out of your mouth,

The content = don't do damage with your mouth


but if any good towards building up the need


but that which is good to the use of edifying, 

The content = do speak words that build



that it may give/minister grace to the hearers. 

The purpose = serving as an agent of God's grace

30 
And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God,  Content = don't frustrate the HS

ellipsis = cooperate with HS



by whom ye are sealed to the day of redemption.

The reason ...is because their future redemption of their bodies (and further bestowment of the HS) depends upon how well they've used/cooperated with Him in this life.


SVP= you are sealed


The agent of the sealing = HS


The purpose of the sealing = preparatory/anticipatory for the day of redemption

31-32 Content = - 31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:

+ 32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

Reason = because/even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you.

