OBSERVATIONS on Eph 2:7-10

7a That 
in the ages to come 

7b 
he might show 

7c 

the exceeding riches of his grace 

7d 

in [his] kindness 

7e 


toward us 

7f 

through Christ Jesus.

8a For 
by grace 

8b 
are ye saved 

8c 

through faith; 

8d 
and that not of yourselves: 

8e 

[it is] the gift of God:

9a 

[it is] not by works, 

9b 


lest any man should boast.

10a For we are his workmanship, 

10b 

created in Christ Jesus 

10c 


to good works, 

10d 



which God hath before ordained 

10e 




that we should walk 

10f 





in them.
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8a For = subordinating conjunction, introducing a subordinate clause (with verb), answering the question "Why?"-Reason, indicating that what follows (the subordinate clause or entire verse) will give a reason for what preceeds (usually the VIP {Verbal Independent Proposition...Very Important Phrase} or sometimes the entire preceeding verse or thought).

8a by = preposition, introducing a pharase which modifies the VIP (next clause-8b) answering the question "How?" -Means or Manner, i.e., The Means (has to be there) of our being saved, or the Manner (color/descriptive commentary) of our being saved. If Means, then Paul is indicating the currency or means of paying for our salvation. {The Means by which we are saved is by grace.} If Manner then he is indicating God's graciousness or the gracious nature of our salvation. {The Manner in which we are saved is graciously.}

 grace = (feminine noun) object of the preposition "by", indicating the Means or Manner of the VIP. Grace has past (justifying-Rom 3:24), present (enabling-2Cor 12:9) and future (glorifying/rewarding-1Pt 1:13) aspects. Which aspect does Paul have in mind here?

8b are ye saved = VIP. The independent clause, with a verb, that expresses the big idea or proposition (see dictionary), which the author will explain, prove, defend, apply, elaborate upon, etc.

you = pronoun, subject of the clause, referring to the Jews and/or Gentiles described separately in the first seven verses of the chapter.

are saved = main verb (finite, not a participle {-ing}, nor an infinitive {to}) present tense, indicating the ongoing nature or time of the action described by the verb. The verb to save, like grace, has past (justification), present (sanctification) and future (glorification) aspects. It can mean to deliver from temporal (i.e., an enemy, or the results of our own stupidity) or eternal danger, to preserve, heal, etc. Your job is to figure out which meaning(s) Paul intended to communicate to the Ephesians. 

BONUS: Salvation can be best viewed as reversing the effects of the Fall. {Extra Credit: See Genesis 3 and note what Adam and Eve lost, then think about how and when those things are reversed or restored as a result of our relationship with Christ.}

8c through faith = prepositional phrase, modifying the VIP (8b) answering the question "How?" -Means or Manner, about our being saved. Or it modifies the VIP and verse 8a together {The Means/Manner of 1) our being saved by grace or of 2) our gracious salvation is by exercising faith}. If Means, then Paul is emphasing the instrumentality, agency or mechanics by which our salvation is accomplished.  If Manner then Paul is emphasing the vehicle or channel through which we appropriate the grace. 

 faith = (feminine noun) belief that God is who He said He is, and will do what He said He'll do (Heb. 11:6). Faith must be based on something God has said or revealed. 

8d and = coordinating conjunction, joining two clauses or ideas of usually equal weight. Sometimes can indicate a cause and effect relationship or logical sequence (Acts 1:8 receive power and then be witnesses)

 that = a neuter pronoun, modifying not the feminine grace or faith, but a concept or idea; serving either as the subject of an implied verb "is" or as part of a conjunction

 and that = these two greek words when used together can function as a single conjunction.

.

10a For = subordinating conjunction indicating that the following verse modifies the preceeding, answering the question "WHY?", giving reason for.....

 we are his workmanship, = Subordinate verbal proposition

10b created in Christ Jesus = modifies 10a telling us...

10c to good works, = prepositional phrase answering the question ______ about the preceeding....

10d which God hath before ordained 

10e that we should walk 

10f in them.

