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If your time is limited, spend it wisely on v 5. Then work on the progressions in 3-4. Be sure to differentiate justified and saved in 9ff.

Don’t forget to read the chapter a couple of times (preferably in a couple of versions, both before, during and after you work on it).

1  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

What does Paul mean by peace? Is it static, or can it be disrupted? Why the mention of Jesus? It the last phrase redundant?

2  through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

You’ll need the last clause of this verse to understand v5. How does peace in  v1 differ from standing in grace (whatever that means, you’ll revisit grace in v 21) in v 2? How does the last clause tie into Paul’s argument?

3  And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;

Paraphrase what it means to rejoice in the hope of the glory, and glory in tribulations.

4  and perseverance, character; and character, hope.

Be sure you can delineate the progression, especially the last linkage.  Is the progression true of you? (some of the time, most of the time, on a good day, on a bad day??)

5  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

The key to understanding Paul’s thought here is knowing what he means by hope, and it’s relationship to the HS.  (Hint:1Pt 4:14) 

What’s love got to do with it? If a person doesn’t have an awareness of this love are they saved? (come back to this one). Might be a good one to memorize so you can think about it on elevators. 

6  For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

What’s strength got to do with it? Can you tie it into hope and glory? 

7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.

Tale of Two Cities. Note differentiation, righteous and good. For whom or what would you die? (apply this later, v 9 awaits.)

8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

What does the relationship of v8 to v7 tell us about love?  If you haven’t already done so, memorize this one: quiz at study.

9  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

To what wrath is he referring?  Blood is a figure of speech, elucidate it. What’s the difference between justified and saved in this verse? Note the time sequence. Take a peek at the last three words of v18 to confuse the issue. Is your understanding consistent with peace and grace-standing in vv 1-2? What do you mean by your means statements?

10  For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 

shall be saved by His life.

What’s the difference between Christ’s blood and life? If we’re reconciled, isn’t everything hunky-dory? How does Christ’s life save us. Beware of brain pain when contemplating imputation. 

11  And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

OK, now we’ve got another word: reconciliation. And another object of rejoicing. Looks like it’s time for a chart of all the concepts.

12  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—13  (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.

14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

15  But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many.

16  And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification.

17  For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)

18  Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.

19  For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

20  Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,

21  so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

