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14  For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect,

Note the cause and effect (C&E) structure. There are two effects, what’s the difference?

15  because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression.

(C&E anybody?) A couple of reasons. Why is there no transgression (literalists will have an easy time with this)?

16  Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, 

not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all

What is of faith? What’s the deal with the promise (what promise, just in case you fell asleep) being sure?

17  (as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations") in the presence of Him whom he believed—

—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did;

OT quotes are usually reason or proof. Why this little character sketch about God. 

BONUS: how does this view of God influence the expectations in your life?

18  who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, 

according to what was spoken, "So shall your descendants be."

What does this tell you about the nature of hope. Rabbit trail: difference between hope and faith (generally, and in this verse particularly)?

19  And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.

What role does sight play in faith? Is it good to raise reasonable objections to God’s promises?

20  He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,

What does a wavering faith look like? How does our faith give God glory? How does one get strengthened if faith? Finish your outline first. 

21  and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 20-22 are great verses to memorize if you haven’t yet. 

What caused Abe to be fully convinced?

22  And therefore "it was accounted to him for righteousness."

Million dollar questions: what’s the it, and why? If you understand righteousness, you’ll have an easy time answering.

23  Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him,

24  but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,

What does this verse tell us about the doctrine of inspiration? Exactly what should our belief be “in”? (Hebrews 11:6 both parts)

25  who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.

How does Paul use v25 as a hinge? Do offenses differ from transgressions? What does the raised part have to do with justification?

How does this verse refute the liberal balderdash about Jesus being just an example? Can you spell propitiation?

