Andy Stanley Maturity sermon Follow-up Pt 3  ©2024 WF Cobb Truthbase.net   DailyTruthbase.blogspot
I. Can the Beneficial/Good can be enemy of the Best? Man's way or God's way?

A. Basic message of both Testaments is that God will bless those who faithfully obey Him, and curse those who unfaithfully disobey. We can base our lives and future on God's revealed and authenticated Truth, or man's/satan's shifting cultural concepts du jour. 

See 7QUESTIONS #1 How do you know what's true? DailyTruthbase.blogspot  
 AStanley: “Christianitymust be unhinged from OT” kentuckytoday.com/baptist_life/evangelicalism-s-response-to-andy-stanley-will-determine-its-future-analysts-say/article_fd660ff6-6a18-11ee-ae86-eb5b20328bb2.html
B. The Kingdom from the Heavens is near!!! Mt 3:10-12, repent (change mind & believe & bear fruit) -Lk 3:8-10
II. Where is the Glory of the Creator God and Holy Spirit (convicts of sin and guides, empowers and sanctifies in/by Truth -Jn 17:17 sanctify them by Your Truth/Word=Truth) in all this???  

A1. The only way finite beings can know infinite/absolute Truth is if an Infinite Being Reveals it to them 
#2 Is there an Infinite Being who can Walk (act/create) & Talk (communicate)? [Most reasonable explanation]
#3 One w/ power to create would have the power to communicate with His creation, and preserve it, and would do so in such a way that we could comprehend, so we can fulfill our created purpose.

A2. Truth is that which best explains ALL the facts,  found at the convergence of supernaturally authenticated Revelation, Reason (logically consistent) and Reality (works in life)
B1. Jn 1:1-14 Logos; Col 1:16 in/by Him all things were created, in heaven, earth, visible, invisible, thrones, dominions, rulers or authorities. All things were created thru Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 1Cor 10:31 do all things for the glory of God
B2. Jn 5:28 - all will hear His voice; He is the final judge 2Cor 5 Bema seat; He is the One to Whom we must give account. Thus we seek/ambition to please Him 5:9 (not ourselves or others). 
Heb 4:13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to Whom we must give account. 

B3. Jn 5:27 God has given Him authority to execute judgment Dan 7:14 also, cz He is the Son of Man
28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice  29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, 

and those who have done evil, to resurrection of condemnation. Cf 2Cor 5:9-10  acc to works  

C1. Jn 16:8 when He/HS has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, cz they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, cz I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of judgment, cz the ruler of this world is judged.

Sin is trespass of God's commands AND missing the mark – failing to be and do what God created you to be and do (Eph 2:10 saved to do good works; 2Tim 3:17 Word equips to do works.
C2. 16:13 when He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all Truth...He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.
C3. 1Cor 6:9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality (men in bed), 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

AS “[Gay Christians] choose a same sex marriage, not because they’re convinced it’s biblical. They read the same Bible we do. They chose to marry for the same reason many of us do, love, companionship and family. 








cbmw.org/2023/10/01/andy-stanleys-version-christianity/
christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october-web-only/andy-stanley-unconditional-conference-theology-lgbt.html
18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit Who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.







 20 yr shortened lifespan!
C4. Rm 8:13 to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7  Because the carnal mind is hostile against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, 

nor indeed can be.  8  So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. cf Heb 11:6 faith
9a  But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
       9b Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His/not belong to {of=genitive}. 

For if you live acc to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit Rm 12:1-2 you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, 



but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

III. Whole Counsel of God 
Acts 20: 25  I know that you all (elders), among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27  For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.

28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.

32 So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace/favor/power, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 
Acts 26:18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, 







     and from the power of Satan to God, 

that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me

A. Wise in own eyes vs Fear of the Lord    “Where do You want to be?” vs why God created you. 








  Who is in charge of your life? You or the Lord? 

B.“You are invited [Commanded???] to make the most of or to redeem or to leverage your most valuable asset, your time. To invest your time in a way that actually propels you forward toward a preferred future.”

“In light of my past experience, my current circumstances, and my future hopes and dreams, what is the wise thing for me to do?”  https://yourmove.is/videos/better-decisions-fewer-regrets-part-4/
C. Godly Motivation (covenantal loyalty, “Kgdm joy set before Him”)


or man's Manipulation?  “come on...come on...”  or Manifestation of HS power; who gets glory?
C2. Focus-Jim Daley  “not out of fear!!!”  vs Fear of God is beginning of wisdom
What's right in our eyes and fallen/satan's values, vs right in God's sight (=righteousness)

C3. Tolerance keeps down; Love lifts up (best interest/highest good – like God) 

Not inherit Kgdm Eph 5:5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 








the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them.

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of Light

9 for the fruit of the Spirit/Light is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),

10 finding out what is acceptable/pleasing to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.

“Gays need a place to worship God”  but acceptable worship must be in Spirit and Truth  -Jn 4:24, or there are consequences (like Joel Osteen downplays sin – thus HS sanctification (Rm 12)
IV. Is Conscience – Tension or Conviction of HS? How do we form our values?

Conscience/(governor in our spirit) can be immature, uninformed, suppressed, calloused, defiled, seared, or Rm 1 depraved.
Thayer's: suneidesis - to know with; shared information/communication 
Classic Liddell/Scott 6 = guilt!; “conscious of sin/guilt” Heb 10:2; 
"the soul as distinguishing between what is morally good and bad, prompting to do the former and shun the latter, commending the one, condemning the other” Rm 2:15; 

“free from guilt, consciousness of rectitude/right conduct”Acts 23:1; 1Tim 1:5; 

“so to perfect one that his own conscience is satisfied, ie, that he can regard himself as free from guilt” Heb 9:9;


truthbase.net/sermons/title/the-new-covenant-in-the-new-testament-hebrews-9-13-14-part-2a/
ISBE conscience...as the subjective standard of conduct, formed by progressive familiarity with the objective standards as well as by practice in accordance with its own authority and with the will of God.
Ezk 11:19 I will give/grant them one heart and put a new spirit within them; stony heart give heart of flesh 20 so that they may walk in my statutes and keep my regulations and do them. Then they will be My people, and I will be their God 

Ezk 36:4 For I will gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land. 25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 

       26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; 

            I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

       27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep and do them. Phil 2:13 

28 Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God. 29 I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. I will call for the grain and multiply it...31 Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good; and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and your abominations. 32 Not for your sake do I do this...Be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, Israel! 

33 The day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, also enable you to dwell...

Source? God Rm 2; Our upbringing, experience, values, habit/practice (brain rut/rot), knowledge (models); 

Rm 2:15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, 



their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thots accusing or else excusing them)

HS bears witness with our conscience about the +/- of thinking/values or actions

Rm 9:1  I tell the truth...I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the HS      Acts 7:51 resist HS, stiff-necked 
Phil 2:13 God is at work IN YOU to will/DESIRE and DO His good pleasure/perfect will        and uncircumcised in heart
Jn 8:9 heard it, being convicted by their conscience , went out 1-by-1 Jn 16 HS convicts of sin, righteousness, judgment; & guides
Acts 23:1 Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day 24:16 This (resurrection of just and unjust) being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and men.

Beware Comparison (monkey see monkey do) 1Cor 8:7 not everyone has knowledge; for some, with consciousness of the idol...eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience  of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols? 12 thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience you sin against Christ
Freedom?? 1Cor 10:27  If any of those who do not believe invites you to dinner, and you desire to go, eat whatever is set before you, asking no question for conscience’ sake 28 But if anyone says to you, “This was offered to idols,” do not eat it for the sake of the one who told you 29  why is my liberty judged/limited by another man’s conscience? 

31 Therefore whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  (how is God glorified in this decision?)
2Cor 1:12 testimony of our conscience is we conducted ourselves...w/ integrity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by grace of God 4:2 we reject secret and shame ways, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the Truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

1Tim 1:5 purpose/goal of this charge v4 is love ek a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith 18 warfare 
19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,
1Tim 3:9 holding the now revealed mystery of the faith (gospel- Christ returning to judge/reward) with a pure conscience .

1Tim 4:1 Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits 



and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,
2Tim 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night/day

Titus 1:15 To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled  Heb 9:9 gifts and sacrifices are offered...not able to perfect in regard to the conscience

Clean Conscience Heb 9:14  how much more shall the blood of Christ, who thru the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works/that lead to death to serve the living God?

Heb 10:2 worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. 22 let's draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled/cleansed by blood 1Jn 1:9 from an evil conscience  and our bodies washed with pure water. 4:12 For the WORD of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and is discerner of the thots and intents of the heart 4:16 Let's therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Heb 13:18  Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably.
Gird Mind 1Pt 2:19 For this is commendable, if cz of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 

1Pt 3:16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed 21 antitype saves us—baptism (not the removal of filth of the flesh, but the pledge*of a good conscience toward God), thru the resurrection of Jesus Christ  *Baptism Rm 6 that you have died to sin to live for God
How do we know what is right/wrong? Only cz God determined it to be so (His perfect will).

XXXXXX 

V. Romans was written by Paul to the born-again Jewish and Gentile believers in Rome to bring about obedience to the beliefs/faith/revelation they had already embraced, so they could be eternally blessed. It is not just about getting one's sins forgiven and avoiding the lake fire for the unregenerate. Those who are just(-ified) need to continually believe what God has revealed they need to do to inherit “7 eternal life (Dominion of The Age) to those who by patient continuance in doing good  seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 10 but glory, honor, and peace (cov't blessing - Phineas) to everyone who works what is good.  [You need to study chapters 1&2. You have been warned!! No excuses!}
Rm 1:6 Thru Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 

6  among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7  To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.

11  For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established [not evangelized]
12  that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.

13  that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles.

15  So, as much as is in me, I am ready to proclaim the gospel/good news  [study every occurrence of the word -see “gospel” in Truthbase.net] to you who are in Rome also.

16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation [see the three ways soteria is used in NT -Thayers  {justification, sanctification, glorification}] for everyone who believes. [Note the power is for believers].  

Rm 1:17  For in the Gospel the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith [beginning to end];








as it is written, “The just shall live {exercise dominion}  by faith.” 

{See Hab 2:4 on DTB. He is a believer doubting God's use of Babylon to judge Israel}
18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 


against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 


who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 


19 cz what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. Ps 19:3 every speech & language
20  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 









being understood by the things that are made, 



even His eternal power and Godhead Col 1:29, so that they are without excuse,

21  cz, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, 



but became futile in their thots, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
22  Professing to be wise, they became fools,

23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man...
24  Therefore God also gave them up #1 to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts...

25  who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature 






rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

26  For this reason God gave them up #2 to vile passions.

        And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over #3 to a debased mind, 

29  being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31  undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful;32  who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.  cf 2Tim 3:1-5 list
Rm 2:1 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, 



for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.

2 we know that the judgment of God is acc to truth against those who practice such things.

3  And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, 


`


and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God?

4  Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering,



 not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

5  But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself 




wrath in The Day of Wrath and Revelation of the righteous judgment of God, (cf 1Pt 1)
6  who “will render/payback  to each one acc to his deeds”:

7  eternal life (Dominion of The Age) to those who by patient continuance in doing good


      
              seek for glory, honor, and immortality;

8  but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 9  tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil...

10  but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
V. Fruits of the Flesh vs Love
Gal 5:13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, 

but thru love serve one another.  14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: 









“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

15  But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!
16  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
17  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; 


and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish/intend.

18  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

19  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 


adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,

20  

idolatry, sorcery, 


hatred, contentions, jealousies, 


outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,  Js 4:1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? 






Do they not come from your desires/lusts for pleasure that war in your members?

heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, 





1Pt 2:11 war against souls


and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, 


that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Gal 5:24 those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires/lusts. cf Gal 2:20
   25 If we live in/by the Spirit, let us also walk/keep in step with the Spirit. means-sphere lectionarystudies.com/syntax/syntaxdative.html

Guilt is foremost an offense against God Ps 51 “against Thee only”  Discontent leads to sin!!! 





(lack of patience and trust in God's goodness, wisdom, power and sovereignty)

Anger – Fruit of Flesh vs Spirit Gal 5;  Sovereign Vengeance is God's He will repay -Rm 12:19
Greed = idolatry, trust in stuff vs God for security/significance (power) and pleasure 








(anxious over fear of loss)

Jealousy vs love (friends and enemies – like God, but with His guardrails)

