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Rev 3:21 To who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne 22 who has an ear, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
I. There is a war between God (who wants what's best for us: Victory>Glory)



    and satan (who wants what's worst for us: defeat>enslavement) {& we're losing)
Following God wholeheartedly leads to conquest and peace (e.g. Caleb)
Failing to fully follow God is actually following satan into captivity and regret (Israel). 
A. We must use the weapons and methods God provides to achieve spiritual victory (in our souls 1st)
1Jn 4:4 You are of God..have overcome them cz He who is in you is greater than he who in the world
2:14 cz you are strong Heb 11:34 the Word of God abides in you and you have overcome pft  wicked one 
1Thess 5:23  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at The Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. WHY?













       Eph 3:10
B. How do you know you're living the Victorious Christian Life?
There is so much preached about how you can't live the victorious Christian life on your own, and that you must  trust in God to do it, that born-again  “believers”  ignore the 613 NT commands which God gave us to guide us to our responsibility and freedom Jn 8:32. 
These ignorant defeated believers keep resting/waiting for God to give them the victory 
without stepping into the water, that they reframe staying on the shore or in the boat 



as the “Normal Christian Life” and forfeit their victory to satan (our adversary). 

We sing “Trust and Obey”, and Jesus weeps. 
Bonus: Why did Peter go swimming? We always have all grace we need to do His will -2Cor 9:8 he fell cz he failed to believe that what God commanded He/he was able to do?  Mt 8&14 little faith
Rm 4:19 not being weak in faith, he pondered not 20 He staggered not at the promise of God thru unbelief; but was strong in faith*, giving glory to God; 21 being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He was able also to perform/do. 22 Thus it was imputed to him for righteousness. *Heb 11:34
What ever happened to “take up the whole armor that you may be able to stand in the evil day” 









(temptation to self-centered living)




and then “having done all, stand”{in the unity the HS has created -Eph 6}? 
Or 2Pt 1:5 “giving all diligence ADD to your faith: virtue...self-control*...endurance, godliness..love
 

(*Acts 24:25 Righteousness, Self-control judgment to come,  & Gal 5:21 no inherit Kgdm)
2Pt 1:8 neither barren nor fruitful {glorify God -Jn 15} vs 9 blind, forgot rcvd cleansed  









{1Pt 1:22 purified souls by obeying the Truth} 
      1:10 never fall, 11 abundant entrance to Kingdom
Eph 4:20 But you have not so learned Christ, 

21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the TRUTH is in Jesus: 
22 that you put off, re: your former conduct, the old man 








        which grows corrupt acc to the deceitful lusts,  

23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

24  and that you put on the new man 





which was created acc to God, in true righteousness and holiness.
25 Therefore, putting away lying, Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,










for we are members of one another... 
But before you put on  the “breastplate of righteousness” and “the armor of Light”,  




you need to put off/cast off the works of darkness
Rm 13:11...love {neighbor as self v9} fulfills the law 


12 And do this, knowing...now it is high time 



to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 


Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, 


and let us put on on the armor of Light.

3 Let us walk/behave properly, as in the day, not in revelry/parties and drunkenness, 








 not in w-caprice and lust, not in strife and envy.

14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.
Before you can be transformed by the renewing of your mind, you need to submit as a daily sacrifice, and put off the old Rm 12:1-2a. Early believers where taught to put off, and put on. 
Modern born-again “believers” are taught to trust in their initial confession of faith, and stand/sit more comfortably in their corrupting sin which is rotting their flesh, and ruining their future. 













         pres/eternal  

Obedience isn't optional, it's optimal; Disobedience is deadly and demonic (Gen 3 &4 -Cain).
Dt 6:17 You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, 




His testimonies, and His statutes which He has commanded you. 
18 And you shall do what is RIGHT and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may be well with you, and that you may go in and possess the good land of which the LORD swore to your fathers 
24 And the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, 



for our good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day. 
25 Then it will be RIGHTEOUSNESS for us, 


if we are careful to observe all these commandments before the LORD our God,






 as He has commanded us.
II. Overcomers obtain blessings/glory; Succumbers suffer loss (temporal and eternal -Rm 2)  






         Slumberers/Sluggards
Rev 3:I Sardis: know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.
2 Be watchful, strengthen what remains about to die, I've not found your works PERFECT before God
3 Remember1...received* & heard; hold fast and REPENT...if you will not wake/heed, I will come... 

    impv
       pft *aggressive acceptance -WH
          impv
    


 impv
It should be obvious to any unbiased student of the Scriptures that the recipients 










 are all born-again believers who have:

 received/taken to oneself pft *aggressive acceptance WH {gospel Truth} 


heard/perceived/understood aor  -Rm 10:14 “births faith” WH


and are commanded to hold fast/guard1 impv  {keeping a present possession -obvi!!) 




and strengthen1 v2 what remains, aor impv to establish, give support to, fix down, make firm 




and REPENT1 impv \cz their works are not perfect in the sight of God v2.
   
The corrective in each church is never believe or have faith, but act on that belief 

and have works  (Js 2:26 w/o which faith is dead, and cannot save {not justification aspect but sanctification/glorification = reward/inheritance Col 3, not escape from the Lake of Fire -Rev 10:15)
Js 2:17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. {not non-existent, but unfruitful}
18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” 


Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.

19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!

20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?
22 Do you see: faith was working together w/ his works, and by/ek works faith was made perfect?
Ephesus: -left 1st love...+do 1st works +be other-centered vs self-centered {service=meet needs}
2:12 I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars;

3  and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake 










and have not become weary.

4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.

5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
  REPENT and do the first works, or else I will come to you remove lampstand unless REPENT
Self-Preservation is a Natural Temporal Desire opposed to the Spiritual Eternal Choice of Self-Sacrifice
Self-preservation expresses itself: 
A) in an unwillingness or inconsistency to spend oneself for the glory of God & the benefit of others
B) in a focus on the self’s: interests, security, significance, promotion, needs, desires 











(power, pleasure, possessions);
C) in an aversion to risk, conflict & transparency and a devotion to comfort & acceptance.

Smyrna: +have no fear of opposition/persecution (faith in provision-protection), +but be faithful to death
2:8...dead, and came to life 9 I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of satan. Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the 2nd death
Heb 2:14...that thru death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

15 And deliver them who thru fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
Mt 10:28 don't fear...kill the body... not able to kill the soul: 



 
Truthbase.net


  fear Him able to destroy soul and body in Gehenna.(not Lake of Fire; see What the Gehenna)       
Pergamos: -tolerate false teaching: esp immoral/pleasure, and rebellion/insubordination (people rule)
2:13 I know your works, and where you dwell, where satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even...Antipas My faithful martyr...where satan dwells. 

14...a few things cx you, cz you have there those who hold the teaching of Balaam... stumbling block before Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols (pagan worship), and to commit sexual immorality. 

15 you also have those who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans (people rule), which thing I hate.

16 REPENT, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight cx them with the sword of My mouth.

17 To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.

Thyatira: -tolerate false prophetess: esp immorality; +but hold fast what you have 
2:19  “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; works, are more than at first.

20 Nevertheless I have a few things cx you, cz you allow that woman Jezebel a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.

22 sickbed, those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they REPENT of their deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. I will give to each one of you acc to your works. 2Cor 5:10
25  But hold fast what you have till I come. 26 he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations—27  ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’ as I also have received from My Father;
xxx
Sardis: -hypocrisy, defiled; but remember, be watchful, strengthen, perfect works, be holy & worthy
3:1 I know your works, that you have a reputation that you are alive, but you are dead.
2 Be watchful/on guard, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, 


for I have not found your works perfect before God    (.….or else......CONSEQUENCES)
3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and REPENT. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour...







   suffer loss...blot/cross out name



4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; 


and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  See Worthy to Escape Truthbase.net
5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot/cross out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.
Rev 20:15  anyone not found having been written PFT in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire
Philadelphia: keep command to persevere in trials, hold fast what you have, don't lose crown! 
3:8  “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.

9  I will make those of the synagogue of satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.

10 Cz you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial 

which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.

12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God

Laodocia: -lukewarm poor, blind, naked; +be zealous to repent, hear/invite fllshp w/ Christ
3:15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.

16 So then, cz you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.

17 Cz you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’ 


and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—

18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and REPENT.

20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 



I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, 


as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

From Bondage Breaker sermon: Our Desire for Self-Preservation opens the Door to Bondage
Heb 2:14...that thru death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

15 And deliver them who thru fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
Mt 10:28 don't fear...kill the body... not able to kill the soul: fear Him able to destroy soul and body in Gehenna
Self-Preservation = Natural Temporal Desire opposed; to the Spiritual Eternal Choice of Self-Sacrifice
Self-preservation expresses itself: 
A) in an unwillingness or inconsistency to spend oneself for the glory of God & the benefit of others

B) in a focus on the self’s: interests, security, significance, promotion, needs, temporal desires 












(power, pleasure, possessions);
C) in an aversion to risk, conflict & transparency and a devotion to comfort & acceptance.
1Cor 6:17 one who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that one does is outside the body, but they who commit sexual immorality sins against their own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is 
in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 

20 For you were bought/purchased at a price; 


therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
III. Warfare with the resources of Christ/HS overcomes the World, Flesh, and Devil -Eph 6
(World: “If Loving you is Wrong, I don't Want to be Right” and “Torn Between 2 Lovers” -below) 
If loving you is wrong I don't wanna be right; 

If being right means being without you; I'd rather live a wrong doing life
Your mama and daddy say it's a shame; It's a downright disgrace; 

But long as I got you by my side, I don't care what your people say
Your friends tell you it's no future in loving a married man
If I can't see you when I want, I'll see you when I can,  

If loving you is wrong, I don't wanna be right x2
Am I wrong to fall so deeply in love with you, 


Knowing I got a wife and two little children depending on me too
And am I wrong to hunger for the gentleness of your touch,


Knowing I got someone else at home who needs me just as much
And are you wrong to give your love to a married man,

And am I wrong for trying to hold on to the best thing I ever had
I don't wanna be right, If it means sleeping alone at night...

I don't wanna, I don't wanna, I don't wanna never, never, never be right - 1972 Lyrics.com
A. Victory over The World (faith? 1Jn 5:4)
1Jn 5:19 We know...the whole world lies under the control of the wicked one. Lk 4:4 delivered to me...
1Jn 2:16 all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—


is not of the Father but is of the world.
1Jn 5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, 



that we keep His commandments and His commandments are not burdensome. 


4  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. (present tense)


 And this is the victory that has overcome/overcomes (aor-snapshot) the world—our faith.


5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
Jn 16:32...you will be scattered...and will leave Me alone. 



And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. 
33 These things I have spoken to you, that IN ME you may have peace. 
In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. pft!
2Tim 3:12  Yes, and all who desire/purpose to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
11...what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me.

13  But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.

14  But you must continue/remain in the things which you have learned and been assured of..
15...known Scriptures, which are able to make you wise eis salvation thru faith which is in Christ
16  All Scripture inspired by God: profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training...
XXX
A1. Embrace reality that our citizenship is in heaven, 








and we're just sojourners here.  
Php 3:20  our citizenship is in heaven, 


from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ
Jn 5:37 the Father who sent me has testified about me himself. You have never heard his voice 
or seen him face to face, 38 and you do not have His Word in your hearts, 



cz you do not believe me-the One He sent to you. 
39 You search the Scriptures cz you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point to Me! 40 Yet you refuse to come to Me to receive this life. Cf Acts 7:51 always resist HS as fathers did so do you 
41 Your approval means nothing to me, 42 cz I know you don't have the love of God within you. (cf 1Jn 5:3 this is the love of God, we keep His commandments & His commandments are not burdensome)
43 For I have come to you in My Father's name, and you have rejected Me. 





Yet if others come in their own name, you gladly welcome them. 
44 No wonder you can't believe! For you gladly receive honor/glory-doxa from each other, 

but you don't seek/care about the honor/glory-doxa that comes from the One who alone is God. 







Heb 11:6
A2. Loyally love, obey, and serve Jesus, not the transient world/mammon*  Mt 5:8 no holy...no see
Mt 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal/devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.










Torn Between Two Lovers
There are times when a woman has to say what's on her mind,   


Even tho she knows how much it's gonna hurt
Before I say another word, let me tell you "I love??? you", 


 Let me hold you close, and say these words as gently as I can
There's been another man that I've needed, and I've loved, 


But that doesn't mean I love you less


And he knows he can't possess me, he knows he never will, 


 

There's just this empty place inside of me that only he can fill
Torn between two lovers, feeling like a fool, 



Loving both of you is breaking all the rules x2
You mustn't think you failed me just because there's someone else, 


You were the first real love I ever had


And all the things I ever said, I swear they still are true, 




For no one else can have the part of me I gave to you

Torn between two lovers, feeling like a fool,  Loving both of you is breaking all the rules x2 

I couldn't really blame you if you turned and walked away, 


But with everything I feel inside, I'm asking you to stay
Torn between two lovers, feeling like a fool, 

Loving both of you is breaking all the rules x3!!!







 -1976 © Muscle Shoals Sound Publishing, Peermusic Iii Ltd
1Jn 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. 


     depend



If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. {*Mt 6:24 devoted or despised}
16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life


—is not of the Father but is of the world.
17 the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
Js 4:4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Gal 6:14 God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom/which the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. 15...new creation 16...peace & mercy/hesed
CZ of that cross, my interest in this world has been crucified, and the world’s interest in me has also died. NLT

Col 2:2 (Paul prays) that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love aor ptcp,
and attaining/eis all riches of (sourced in) the full carry/bear (ie message) of synthesized reasoning, 









Heb 6:16 hope, ie reach the result

\
to/eis the e-knowledge (ie experience) of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ,



      experiential K


shared Kgdm Blessings
3  in Whom are hidden all the treasures of/gen=sourced in wisdom and knowledge.

4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words.

6  Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in union with Him,


7  rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith f-s, 




as you have been taught, abounding in it dat-f-s with thanksgiving.
2:8 Beware lest anyone capture you thru philosophy and empty deceit, acc to the tradition of men, 




acc to the basic principles of the world, and not acc to Christ.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths
2:18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility...vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the Body, 





nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, 






grows with the increase that is from God. cf Eph 4
20  Therefore, if you died* with Christ from the basic principles of the world, (cf Rm 6:3-4)
21 Why, as tho living in the world, do you subject yourselves...22 which all concern things which perish... 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and harsh treatment of the body, but are of no value cx the indulgence of the flesh. 3:1
Rm 6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him thru baptism into death*, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5 if we have been united together in the likeness of His death*, certainly also in the likeness of His resurrection,
6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified* with Him,

    so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.


Rm 8:13  For if you live acc to the flesh you will die; 




but if by the Spirit you put to death* the deeds of the body, you will live.
Col 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ...
A3. APP: Col 3:1 If then {cz you were crucified with Christ 2:20} you were raised with Christ, 


seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

4 

When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
3:5 So PUT to death* the sinful, earthly things lurking within you/belonging to your earthly nature. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires/longing/cravings. 5:24# 
Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. NLT/NIV
#5:24 Now those who are of/belong to Christ have crucified the flesh* with its passions & desires 
6  Cz of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience
8 But now you yourselves are to PUT off all these*: 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy/slander, unwholesome/abusive/saucy language out of your mouth. 
9  Do not lie to one another, 


since you have PUT off the old man with his deeds 



10 and have PUT on the new man 




who is renewed in/by knowledge acc to the image of Him who created him, 
A4. Col 3:12 Thus, as the choice/elect of God, holy and beloved, PUT on* compassionate mercies, beneficence, humility, meekness, longsuffering 13  bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.
14 above all these things PUT on love, which is the bond of perfection 15 peace rule hearts
15  And let the peace of God rule/umpire in your hearts, to which also you were called in one Body; and be thankful. 16  Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly:  


in/by all wisdom, teaching and admonishing/warn (right mind) one another;   


 in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name/power/purpose of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father thru Him.

A5. We are to embrace the identity of being in the world, but not of (possession/source) the world
Jn 15:19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. 

Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, thus the world hates you.
Phil 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;

13  for it is God who works in you both to will/desire and to do for His good pleasure.

14 Do all things without complaining and disputing (esp re His will),
15 so that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault 


in the midst of a crooked and perverse (crooks & perverts) generation, 



among whom you shine as lights in the world,

16  holding fast/take heed/give attention to  the Word of Life, 


so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

Jn 17:9  I pray for them. not for the world but for those whom You have given Me... 

10  And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in/by them.

11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep thru/by Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are.
12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in/by Your name. 


Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost 



except the son of perdition, that Scripture might be fulfilled
Jn 17:13 ...these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled*pft in themselves









              *16:24; 1Jn 1:4; 2Jn 12; Rev 3:2 works
14 I have given them Your Word; 




   

      and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world
15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, 


but that You should keep them from the evil one.

16  They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.
17  Sanctify them by Your Truth. Your Word is Truth.

18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.

19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the Truth.
A6. Sanctification/Holiness is a determined, purposeful obedience via HS eis glory  Acts 7:51 vs Phil 2
1Pt 1:13  Therefore {in light of the coming glory v11) gird up the loins of your mind, 

be sober (reality-based watchfulness, prayer, and arming self w/ righteousness cx devil)
and rest/set your hope fully (set affections Col 3:1) upon the grace/glory that is to be brought to you 




impv
 at the revelation of Jesus Christ; (v7 salvation=praise, glory, honor to us)
14  as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;

15  but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
16  because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”

17  And since you call on the Father, who without partiality judges acc to each one’s work, 


conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

18  knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, 




from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,

19  but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

20  He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, 


but was manifest in these last times for you

21  who thru Him believe in God, 


who raised Him from the dead (basis of faith)

and gave Him glory, (baisis of hope) so that your faith and hope are in God

22  Since you have purified your souls in/by obeying the ruth thru the Spirit 
eis sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart
B. Victory over Lusts of The Flesh/eyes/pride-ego requires arduous reprogramming values/actions  
Gal 5:16-26 Fruits of Flesh vs HS, esp love (other-centeredness vs self-preservation/gratification)
Temptation of lusts of flesh and mind – [worth and value] ambition, people pleasing, ego-driven

Eph 2:2 acc satan's world 3 we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts* of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires/things willed by the flesh and of the mind, and were by naturally children of wrath







           *passionate focus on deceitful desires E4:22 Mk 4:19 
7 Deadly Sins/Desires: {pride1 greed/covet2 lust3 envy4 gluttony5 wrath6 and sloth7} versus 
7 Virtues: {humility1 charity2 chastity3 gratitude/contentment4 self-control5 patience6 diligence7}

Yielding/obeying/succumbing to the sins of the flesh Gal 5-Rm 6 results in guilt/shame, 


which causes us to hide from others, and not develop honest/transparent relationships, 



which results in hypocrisy, deceit, and distrust. 
Thus there is no Biblical fellowship (walking in the Light 1Jn 1:6-7  common light vs darkness) 

   and no God glorifying unity, since were always deceitfully hiding in the dark 


in fear of being exposed, all of which lead to disunity 








     (cx HS goal-esp self on throne, bitterness, ingratitude)
1Cor 15:56 sin 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory thru our Lord Jesus Christ
1Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 







and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Gal 5:16 But I say, walk/march by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.

Fruits of the Flesh from http://www.truthbase.net/sermons/title/deadly-desires-part-ii-the-exit-named-delight-of-denial/
Loss of Reward/Inheritance Gal 5:19 Now the outworkings of the desire for the temporal 

are obvious: self-centered gratification of needs and wants, adultery       
flesh

random indulgence of impure and sexual thoughts, porneia


being unfit for approaching and serving God, uncleaness/impurity {see Defilement below} 




self-indulgent pleasure craving, lewdness/sensuality/wanton caprice (WH)
20 doing what comes naturally to get what you want, idolatry
    seeking power and control (security and significance) apart from God's provision, witchcraft

friction and hostility caused by exercising personal preferences, hatred/contention


harassing or nagging until you get what you want, discord



resenting someone because they have what you want, jealousy 

getting angry or irritable or in a bad temper when things don't go your way, outbursts of wrath

self-promotion at the expense of others, selfish ambitions


being quick to contend with others particularly in taking sides, factions/divisions



choosing what you want independent of Christ and His Body, 

21 being discontent 


because you don't have something you think would contribute to your happiness, envy


depriving others of their rights in order to reach your objectives, murders 




escaping responsibility or reality by dulling your senses, drunkenness




deriving greater delight and satisfaction from things that are created





rather than from the Creator, partying/orgies  cf Rm 1 

and any other self-seeking rather than God-glorifying attitudes and actions, cf 1Cor 10:31

of which I tell you, as I have also told you in time past, 



that they who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  Cf 1Cor 6:9&10














 Eph 5:5, 6 +wrath





See also: truthbase.net/sermons/title/dangers-of-defilement  
I. Defile = be made unclean or unfit (indistinct=common) for service, 
             

originally by contact with prohibited foods and activities, 

but now by embracing a set of thinking, values, and responses 

 


that renders a believer indistinguishable from worldlings, ie, unholy. 
God doesn’t enable, use, bless or reward those that look just like everyone else 

 
cz it’s not obvious that the person is being blessed for following Christ, 

  
and cz His faithfulness, love, and justice require Him to discipline a person 

 







  in such a condition of disobedience.
II. Our ideas of what’s good/bad right/wrong need to be based upon God’s Revelation.


When we respond appropriately, we’re worshipping. {= response to Revelation}
G. Wickedness: desires and purposes contrary to God’s desires and purposes,


influenced by demons (Eph 6:12) from which God will turn us Acts 3:26 as we submit
Acts 3:23 (Dt 18:19) And it shall be that very soul who will not hear that Prophet 






shall be utterly destroyed/cut off from among the people.’ 

26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, 




in/by turning away every one from your iniquities/wickedness.

Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 


against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 



against spiritual hosts/armies of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Gal 5:16 But I say, walk/march by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
Rm 6:11 Likewise (die to sin, life for God – as Christ) you also, 


reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. Phil 2:13
13  And do not present/yield your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, 


-        but present/yield yourselves to God  cf Rm 12:1-2 as being alive from the dead, 




and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.
What we do deceives our heart (cz congruent values) which deceives our mind (depraved=no longer know)
By what process does a person become depraved? 

A person becomes depraved by just following the inclinations of his lower nature, 


the base desires and impulses within himself, 


and ignoring the voices of his higher nature (i.e. his conscience, mind, intellect). 

In other words, a person arrives at that state by doing things he knows are wrong, 


developing habits of doing things he knows are wrong. 

As time passes he becomes more and more entrenched in habits of doing wrong things, 


more and more entrenched in habits of following base impulses and desires 


(e.g. yielding to temptations such as lust, sexual immorality, gluttony, lying, stealing, etc.) 
and descends further and further into depravity. 
How can a person keep from becoming depraved? By listening to conscience 







and having the moral strength to resist temptation. (HS?)
If he is unsure about what is right and wrong, the Bible tells us what is right and wrong.  Solitaryroad.com
Rm 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in union with Christ Jesus, 



who do not walk after/acc the flesh, but after/acc the Spirit.
4 That the righteous requirements of the law might be fulfilled in us, 


who do not walk after/acc the flesh, 



      but after/acc the Spirit. Phil 2:13

6 For to be carnally minded is death; 


but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
13 For if you live acc to the flesh you will die;   {see: “Ain't Gonna Reign No More” truthbase.net}       

but if by the Spirit 



      {see: “Subway Named Desire” truthbase.net}

   you put to death the deeds of the body,  {“Exit Named Delight of Denial”} 1Cor 10:13





you will live. 





way of escape
XXX C. The Devil (cf Job; A&E Gen 3; Jesus Lk 4 “It is written” vs “it is not written”-satan)
Mt 6:13 And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. \
Satan uses temporal reward motivations to deprive us of eternal glory (which he grasped for and lost)
He tempts thru temporal Power (security & significance, Pleasure (ease) , Possessions (dopamine hit) 
Your adversary lies and deceives believers causing them to doubt and deny Truth (Scripture twisting, false/inaccurate-ignorant worldly teachers*), distracted by vain vapors/desires... 
(Mk 4:20 cares/worries of the world, deceitful of riches, lusts/desires for other things choke the Word,resulting in barren, unfruitful believers/branches (headed for destruction/burning -Mt 3:12; Jn 15)
...thus believers depart from following Christ, are defeated (accuser of the brethren), discontent, depressed non-combatants, non-God glorifying barren and unfruitful (no abundant welcome to kgdm), joyless, despairing, spiritually dead, and inevitably destroyed (suffering temporal and eternal loss).
*Shapeshifters 2Cor 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 Satan transforms himself into an angel of light  Cf  Adam and Eve Serpent


Acts 26:18..to open eyes,  turn them from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to God that they might receive forgiveness of sins & an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith...

2Cor 10:4 weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 



bringing every thot into captivity to the obedience of Christ,




A. Temptation of Power (security and significance)
Security- free from fears/anxiety over lack of control-disruptions to our pleasure/possessions at the cost of  faith/trust in God's protection and provision (thus depriving Him and us of glory=purpose of life).
Significance- having worth and value in the eyes of others (rather than righteousness in God's sight-Mt 6:33) 
       Pride!!

Jn 5:44  How can you believe, who receive glory={doxa)/honor from one another, 




and do not seek the doxa/glory/honor that comes from the only God?
“That is, you can’t believe. Why? Because you love the glory of man, not the glory of God. 

You don’t want Jesus because you want human praise. 


You don’t want Jesus, 
because you want to be the center. 



You want to be in control. You want to be exalted. 

You want to be made much of. You love being somebody. Pick whichever of those fits best. 

They all fit me, apart from sovereign grace. This, Jesus says, is the root cause of unbelief.”
 -J. Piper desiringgod.org/messages/the-love-of-human-praise-as-the-root-of-unbelief
B. Pleasure (lust for peace, comfort, ease), at the expense of delighting self in God and having Him provide true fulfillment, happiness, and contentment {w/ godliness=great gain – cf Ps 1 delight in law=blessed/happy}
Ps 37:4  Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.

37:3  Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in the land, and cultivate faithfulness.
5  Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He shall make it happen..

6  He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your vindication as the noonday.

7 Rest/be still/silent in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret cz of him who prospers in his way, 8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret— it only causes harm.

9 For evildoers shall be cut off; but those who wait on the LORD, shall inherit the earth.

11 But the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.
Isa 55:2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy?   Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance

1Tim 5:5 hopes in God 6 But she who lives for self-indulgence/in pleasure is dead while she lives.
Trench Synonyms OLB : notion of excess, of wanton, dissolute, self-indulgent, prodigal living; 

to live delicately,  be given to soft and luxurious life;  insolence of wealth, 


the wantonness and petulance from fullness of bread; 

something of the Latin ‘lascivire’ [“demoralization”], effeminacy,

 brokenness of spirit thru self-indulgence, is exactly the point from which τρυφή 5172 } and τρυφα 5171 } start; “For what else is tryphe than pleasurable gluttony and superfluous excess for the enjoyment of relaxation?” It only runs into the notion of the insolent...being then united with hubris. 

-Lk 7:25 But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed those who are gorgeously appareled and live in luxury <5172> are in kings’ court.
2Pt 2:13 {false teachers}  will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse <5172> in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you,
XXX

Js 5:5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury*4684; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter. cf 1Tim 5:6 she who lives in pleasure/voluptuousness/spa* is dead while she lives
Ezk 16:48 as I live, declares the Lord GOD, your sister Sodom and her daughters never did as you and your daughters have done. 49 Now this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant*, overfed, and complacent; they did not help the poor and needy. 
50 Thus they were haughty* and committed abominations before Me. Therefore I removed them 






Gen 19:5; Lev 18:22; 28:13; Rm 1
Lk 12:19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years;

 take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry. 
20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?

21 So is he who lays up treasure for himself, (on earth vs in heaven) and is not rich toward God
22  Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, 


what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on 

23 Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing.

28 If then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith?
C. Possessions (materialism=idolatry) means of getting needs met: power/security-significance and lusts. 
Dopamine hit, getting #1 goal/glory, variety/stimulation, collections, upgrades, points, acquisition 
Ps 13:19 Desire* accomplished is sweet to soul...vs  Isa 26:7 The path of the righteous is level; You clear a straight path for the upright. 8 Yes, we wait for You, O LORD; we walk in the path of Your judgments. 
Your name and renown are the desire* of our souls. 

9 My soul longs for You in the night; indeed, my spirit seeks You at dawn.  
Lk 12:15 Take heed and beware of covetousness (=idolatry Eph 5:5 Col 3:5) for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.  

APP: Do you measure your life by what you have/get, or what you give?
Contentment (believing Ps 84:11 no good thing will He withold...walk uprightly; Phil 4:13&19) 

1Tim 6:6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 


8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 
9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 


and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have

     strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves thru with many sorrows.

6:20 Guard...avoiding the profane/unhallowed and empty babblings and opposition/contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge 21 by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith
Thrill of serving God (=the purpose for which we were created!)
Rm 12:9 Don’t just pretend to love others/hypocrisy. Really love agape them. 
Hate what is wrong/evil (cx tolerance). Hold tightly (glue yourself) to what is good. 

10 Love2 each other with genuine affection philo2-storgos, and take delight in honoring each other. 
11 Never be lazy/lacking diligence, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically/zealously. NTL
1Tim 6:11  But you, O man of God, flee cf 2:22 these things 



and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness/gentleness. 
12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were called and confessed













 cf professed 6:21
2Tim 2:22 Flee also youthful lusts: but pursue/follow/chase righteousness, faith, love, peace,







 with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
Phil 4:1 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm/stay true to the Lord. I love you and long to see you, dear friends, for you are my joy and the crown I receive for my work. 
1Pt 5:4 elders...Chief Shepherd...crown of glory 4 likewise submit yourselves to your elders...


all be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility,



 for “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you in due time, 


7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  
8  Be sober, be vigilant; cz your adversary the devil 




        walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour. 
1Pt 5:9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced …

10 God of all grace called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while... 
Js 4:7 Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, he will flee from you. 8 draw, cleanse, purify 











 
Ex 3:5 shoe   Mt 15:8 lips...... hearts
XXXX Js 4:1 What causes conflicts and quarrels among you? 



...from your desires for pleasure that war within you. (war against your soul-1Pt 2:11)
2 You lust - do not have. You murder and covet-cannot obtain. 

3..not receive, cz you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 
4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants/chooses to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

5 ...“The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”? 

6 But He gives more grace.  He says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”
7 Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, he will flee from you. 8 draw, cleanse, purify 











 Ex 3:5 shoe   Mt 15:8 lips...... hearts
Rm 8:35 who... tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36 killed...sheep 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors THRU Him who loved us
From : truthbase.net/sermons/title/know-your-enemy-satan-truth-twister-deceiver-and-destroyer/
I. Satan rules over the entire world (and inhabitants) w/ Supernatural Power, 
He does miracles and empowers minion's miracles, controls the elements, blinds & eats believers
Eph 2:2 in which you once walked acc to the course of this world, acc to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind...

2Cor 4:3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is...to those who are perishing (lost sheep, d-boat Mk 8:35 life)
4  among whom the god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelieving/faithless (adj), lest/eis

 light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them
5  For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.
6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Heb 2:10 sons to glory14 thru death might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil
1Jn 3:7 Little children, let no one deceive you:



     Mt 5 thirst, persecuted, exceed, seek

The one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as Christ is righteous. 2:29 born cx 3:10 love
8 
The one who practices sin is of the d'evil, cz the devil has been sinning from the beginning This is why the Son of God was revealed, to destroy the works of the devil. 

1Pt 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 resist/stand against...immovable in the faith, knowing... 10 all grace


1Tim 4:1 Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, 



giving heed to deceiving spirits and teaching/doctrines of demons, speaking lies
1Tim 5:15 Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan 
2Cor 2:11 lest Satan take advantage of us;  for we are not ignorant of his devices/schemes/strategies
KYE Dan 10:13 prince Persia withstood me 21 days; Michael, one of  chief princes, came to help me
Lk 4:1 full of HS 5 the devil, taking Him up high mountain, showed Him all kingdoms of world in a moment of time. 6 All this power I will give You, & their glory; for has been delivered to me, I give it to whomever I wish.  10 For it is written..13 left til an opportune time 14 power of HS

Job 1:16 fire of God fell from heaven..burned up 19 great wind struck 2:7 Satan struck Job boils
Shapeshifter 2Cor 11:13 such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 Satan transforms himself into an angel of light  Cf  Adam and Eve Serpent
Miracles 2Thess 2:9 lawless one is acc to the working of Satan w/ all power, signs, and lying wonders
Mk 13:22 false christs & false prophets will rise & show signs and wonders to deceive...even the elect
Mt 7:22 Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied-cast out demons-done many wonders in Your name?
SOS: 
Submit to God to Shore up Defenses (and get grace/power), 


Overcome Dark Lies with the Light of the Truth, (Sword of the HS)

Stand in the Strength of Jesus (faith)


*1. SUBMIT 'n Purify Js 4:6-8 submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you 



8 draw near to God..cleanse hands..purify heart, you wavering/double-minded cf 1:8


2. Overcome Lies w/ Truth Jn 8:32 know Truth..set you free


2Cor 10:5 bringing every thot into captivity to the obedience of Christ


3. Stand as part of His Body Eph 6:13 whole armor of God, withstand in the evil day


14 Stand ..with belt of truth..breastplate of righteousness..shield of faith..pray 
2Cor 10:4 weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowlege of God, 



bringing every thot into captivity to the obedience of Christ,




XXXX
Rm 13:10 love fulfills law 11 salvation nearer 12 The night is far spent, The Day is at hand. 

Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 
13 Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives/walk properly for all to see.
Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, 

      or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling/strive/dissensions and jealousy
14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

2Cor 5:17 if anyone is in union with Christ vine, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 







 

          behold, all things have become new.
15  and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him 
who died for them and rose again. 16 from now on, we regard no one acc to the flesh. 
Putting on Christ requires taking/putting off our old...
Identity: how we view ourselves – in union with Him {dependent} and His Body {interdependent} wed 
Perceptions: how we view life (own), others, our purpose, worth, ambitions (this life not all...)    
Soul: transformation/renewal (mind, will, emotions)   Rm 6:6 no longer slaves; 12:1-2 yield 4 perfect; 

Gal 5:24 crucified desires 6:15 what counts is new creation   (Stroll vs mountain climb)


Desires: pleasure/ease vs joy in trials feelings about life on this planet are like Christ's} 

Js 1:2 Count/Esteem* it all joy...12 Blessed who endure...crown to lovers


Js 1:2 Count/Esteem* it all joy...12 Blessed who endure...crown to lovers


*Thayers-2233 (like the Latin duco-lead/rule) equivalent to: to consider, deem, account, think 





(cf hegemony ldrshp, rule, authority, dominance over others)
[heg-e-om-ai and νομίζω denote a belief resting NOT on one's inner feeling or sentiment, 

but on the due consideration of external grounds: the weighing and comparing, of facts
δοκέω and οἴομαι, on the other hand, describe a subjective judgment growing out of inclination,




custom, or a view of facts in their relation to us

hegeomai denotes a more deliberate and careful judgment than νομίζω 3543; Mt 5:17, 10:34, etc
οἴομαι 3633 a subjective judgment which has feeling rather than thot (δοκέω) for its ground.         
suppose -Jn 21:25, Phil 1:16, Js 1:7

Mindset: how we think, believe, process input, judge/make decisions  (HS-Word motivated)


Phil 2:5  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus...  Believing satan's lies (how we give him power over us), is calling God a liar, saying that what you/satan think is better
Values/Priorities: so what's important to Christ is what's important to me; insurance illus






    Christ/Other centered vs ME, ME, ME (self-centered)

APP: What lasts forever? The Word of God, People, your Eternal Reward!!! 


So where do you put/invest your time, effort/energy, ambitions, affections?
Habits & Actions: …1Jn 2:4 If anyone says: I know Him, but does not keep His commandments









he is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

5 But if anyone keeps His word, the love of/to God* has been truly perfected in him. 

      By this we know that we are in Him: 

      6 Whoever claims to abide in Him must walk as Jesus walked  *2:15, 3:17,4:12,17-18, 5:3
Eph 5:1 Be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 

3 But immorality and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, 


as is fitting for saints 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, 


which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.
5  For this you know, that no immoral, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God 6 Let no one deceive you with empty/vain words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
We must reprogram our thinking, beliefs, values and actions by: 
1. Accurately knowing and believing the Truth. {see: Lies We Believe – that keep us bound to sin Tbase.net}
2. Be honest with ourselves (and God), and assess/evaluate our lives in HS guided Light/Word
3. Humbly acknowledge and confess our incorrect thinking, values, and actions
4. Feel remorse, (and horror) over our sin and its consequences so we no longer cherish its benefits.
5. Repent {change mind}, repudiate, and eradicate all that has led to our enslavement to sin.
6. Imagine and Ingrain godly perspective/behavior (flip side of how we got into sin: Ain't Gonna Reign TBase.net
Js 1:14 each one is tempted when he is lured/drawn away by his own desires and enticed* 15 when desire is embraced/conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is full-grown, brings forth death.











*2Pt 2:14 unstable & 18 escapees recaptured
Put On Lk 24:49 send Promise of My Father upon you...you are endued with power from high 1Cor 15:53 corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality 54...

2Cor 5:3 if indeed, having been clothed (w/ glory), we shall not be found naked.

Gal 3:26 sons thru faith 7 as many of you as were baptized (death) into Christ have put on Christ.

Eph 4:24 put on the new man...created acc to God, in true righteousness and holiness.
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor 14 having: belt of truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness
XXXXX
Col 3:5 put to death 9 put off 10 have put on new man renewed in/by eknowledge acc to image of Him 12 as elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;
1Th 5:8 of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith & love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.
Re 15:6 angels...clothed in pure bright linen 19 armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean
Eph 6:13 take up imp  the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand mid  in the evil day 



and having done mid  all, to stand.  14 Stand imp therefore, 


having girded mid  your waist with Truth, 


having put on mid  the breastplate of righteousness, 

16  
above all, taking act  the shield of faith 



with which you will be able mid  to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

17 
and take mid imp  the sword of HS which is the Word of God

18 Praying...in the Spirit, and watching w/all perseverance and supplication for all saints
1Thess 5:8  But let us who are of the day be sober/soundminded, 


         putting on mid the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation
III. He has access to our thoughts and hearts, can control our bodies, minds, and actions
Physical Job 2:7 Lk13:16 woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound 

1Cor 5:5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh 

1Tim 1:20  whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to slander/blaspheme.
Acts 10:38 healing all oppressed by the devil  2Cor12:7 thorn in the flesh a messenger of Satan

Mental Mt 16:23 Get behind Me, Satan! offense..not mindful of things of God, but things of men
Removes Truth-Replaces it w/ Lies Lk 8:12 devil comes and takes away the Word out of their hearts Mk 4:15 hear...Satan comes immediately and takes away the Word sown in their hearts
Emotions/Desires/Will Jn 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do..no truth in him..he is a liar   1Chr 21:1 Satan provoked David to number Israel.  

Acts 5:3 why has Satan filled/controlled your heart to lie to the HS
Jn 13:2 devil put into the heart of Judas to betray Him 27 after bread, Satan entered him 6:70 Lk 24:26
Hinders ministry 1Thess 2:18 wanted to come to you-but Satan hindered us.  Cf Daniel
Acts 13:8 Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 9 Paul, full of the HS...10 full of all deceit, all fraud/villiany, 

you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, perverting the straight ways of the Lord?

Exploits believer's weaknesses 1Cor 7:5 that Satan not tempt you cz of your lack of self-control.
1Tim 3:6 (elders) not conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil 7 he must have a good testimony among outsiders, lest he fall into reproach/criticism and the snare of the devil
2Tim 2:24 able to teach, patient 25 in meekness instructing those that oppose; if God perhaps will grant them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil,  having been taken captive by him to do his will

!WARNING!  Cancer and Reproductive Harm www.P65Warnings.ca.gov
All Christian books (and reviews) need to be read with discernment because while many contain very helpful Truth that works for some people, almost all of them fail to take into account the whole counsel of God in context. People who write such books do so out of their own theological tradition colored lenses, or their even more subjective experiences.

Neil Anderson's works contain much practical and helpful understanding of Scripture, but much of that Scripture is misunderstood and misapplied, because he relies on his counseling experience, and theologians, rather than an accurate exegesis of all the Scriptures. This results in citing verses for support that are misleadingly out of context, and our adversary the devil with take advantage of our reliance on misunderstood truth, to sabotage our spiritual lives and victory.

Bible.org's review of Anderson's Victory over Darkness correctly takes issue with Anderson's misunderstanding of the book's central tenet, that of "our identity in Christ", pointing out the Truth Anderson "conveniently" ignores (a common error, since Truth is that which best explains ALL the facts {correctly understood}-moi), yet introduces is own dashes of arsenic on the steak, regarding both our identity, worm theology and how to live the victorious Christian life that leads to glory. 

"First, the steak: Anderson strongly sets forth the believer’s position in Christ and the beneficial effects of believing this truth. He underscores the many Scriptures affirming that believers are saints, new creatures, forgiven, righteous, etc. Certainly these are crucial truths for every Christian to believe and act upon.
Anderson rightly affirms that right thinking produces right emotions: “... feelings are a product of the thought life.... Anger, anxiety and depression are usually the result of a faulty belief system. The greatest determinants of mental and emotional health are a true knowledge of God, and acceptance of His ways and the assurance of His forgiveness” (p. 236). Amen! 
https://bible.org/article/steak-and-arsenic-review-neil-anderson-s-victory-over-darkness
https://www.christianpost.com/news/unconditional-love-doesnt-always-include-unconditional-acceptance.html

IV. Bondage is Broken by Acting on the Truths of the Bible








-From The Bondage Breaker Ch 12 by Neil Anderson
Victory Over Darkness Neil T. Anderson,  Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2000, 2013.
1. Who Are You?   -23 Your hope for growth, meaning and fulfillment as a Christian is based on understanding who you are*—specifically your identity* in Christ as a child of God. 





  (and meant to be)
*saved sinner or saint who sometimes sins
2. The Whole Gospel  -41 Many Christians are not living free and productive lives cz they don’t understand who they are and the dramatic change that occurred in them when they trusted in Christ.









                  moment
3. See Yourself for Who You Really Are  -57  When your belief system is intact and your relationship with God is based on Truth,  you will have very little trouble working out the practical aspects of daily Christianity. (cf role of HS – Phil 2:13 to desire & do) 
4. Something Old, Something New -73  Despite the fact that all believers at times still live acc to the old self, like Paul, they are new persons—new in rlshp to God and new in themselves. 2Cor 5:17













in union w/ JC






 
5. Becoming the Spiritual Person God Wants You to Be  -89 The Spirit of Truth will always lead us to freedom. The commandments of God are not restrictive; they are protective. (Jn 8:32) 
6. The Power of Believing the Truth  -107 Believing you can live a victorious Christian life takes no more effort than believing you cannot. (does belief = trust?)
7. You Can’t Live Beyond What You Believe  -123 You are right now walking by faith
acc to what you believe. Assuming your basic physiological needs are met, you are motivated to live a successful, significant, fulfilled, satisfied, happy, fun, secure and peaceful life.

8. God’s Guidelines for the Walk of Faith  -137  It is imperative for your spiritual maturity that your beliefs about success, significance, fulfillment, satisfaction, happiness, fun, security and peace are anchored in the Scriptures. 

9. Winning the Battle for Your Mind  -149  Satan’s strategy is to introduce his thoughts and ideas into your mind and deceive you into believing they are yours.

10. You Must Be Real to Be Right  -167  If you fail to appropriately acknowledge your emotions, you may become spiritually vulnerable.

11. Healing Emotional Wounds from Your Past 183 Forgiveness is what sets us free from the past. You don’t heal in order to forgive. You forgive in order to heal. 

12. Dealing with Rejection in Your Relationships  -199 The thoughts and feelings of rejection that often plague us can be major deterrents to our maturity in Christ. 

13. People Grow Better Together  -215 You have the awesome privilege and responsibility both to be a teacher and a learner of what it means to be in Christ, walk by the Spirit and live by faith. 
Topical References    -231 

Neil T. Anderson, Victory Over the Darkness Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2000, 2013.
A. Summary of The Bondage Breaker by Neil Anderson
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54c68b6ee4b06c910de30f56/t/59ecfda90abd04cc6dde4b35/1508703657749/Neil+Anderson+Bondage+Breaker+Summary.pdf
Pay particular prayerful reflective attention to the footnotes containing quotes from the book.

B. The first part of The Bondage Breaker (99 pages) https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Bondage_Breaker/RHHWQT_TvrkC?hl=en&gbpv=1
C. Steps to Freedom in Christ (Checklists, Worksheets, and Prayers)
https://heritagecc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Steps-to-Freedom-in-Christ.pdf
“Dear heavenly Father, I know that You desire truth in the inner self 




and that facing this truth is the way of liberation/freedom  (John 8:32).

I acknowledge that I have been deceived by the father of lies (John 8:44)

 and that I have deceived myself (1 John 1:8).

 I pray in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ that You, heavenly Father, will rebuke all deceiving spirits by virtue of the shed blood and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And since by faith I have received You into my life and am now seated with Christ in the heavenlies (Eph 2:6), I command all deceiving spirits to depart from me. 

I now ask the Holy Spirit to guide me into all truth (Jn 16:13). 

I ask You to “search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way” (Ps 139:23-24). In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.”
 Read aloud the Apostles’ and Nicene Creed. {See Warfare Prayer on Truthbase.net}
 You might face mental opposition but (gently) correct the lies with Truth.
Ways people can be deceived by the world:
__Believing that acquiring money and things will bring lasting happiness (Mt 13:22; 1Tim 5:10) 

__Believing that consuming food and alcohol excessively will make you happy (Pr 20:1; 23:19-21). 

__Believing that a great body and personality will get you what you want (Pr 31:10; 1Pt 3:3- 4) D
 

__Believing that gratifying sexual lust will bring lasting satisfaction (Eph 4:22-24: 1Pt 2:11).

__Believing that you can sin and get away with it and not have it affect your heart (Heb 3:12-13)
__Believing that you need more than what God has given you In Christ (2Cor 11:2-4, 13-15).
__Believing that you can do whatever you want and no one con touch you (Pr 16:18, Oba 3: 1Pt 5:5)
__Believing that people can live a life of sin and still go to heaven (1Cor 6:9-11).
__Believing that you can hang around bad company and not become corrupted (1Cor 15:33, 34). 
__Believing that there are no consequences on earth for your sin (Gal 6:7, 8).

__Believing that you must gain the approval of certain people in order to be happy (Gal 1:10).

__Believing that you must measure up to certain standards in order to feel good about yourself 
 











(Gal 2:2-3; 5:1)

Ways peop1e can deceive themselves:
__Hearing God's Word but not doing what it says (Js 1:22). 

__Saying you have no sin (Jn 1:8).

__Thinking you are something you're really not (Gal 6:3).

__Thinking you are wise in this world age (1Cor 3:18, 19).

__Thinking you can be truly religious but not bridle your tongue (Js 1:26).

Ways you can wrongly defend/deceive yourselves:
__Denial of reality (conscious or unconscious)
__Fantasy 

     (escaping reality through daydreaming, TV, movies, music. computer or video games, etc.) 
__Emotional insulation 


(withdrawing from people or keeping people at a distance to avoid rejection) 
__Regression (reverting back to a less threatening time)
__Displaced anger (taking out your frustrations on innocent people) 
__Projection (blaming others for your problems)
__Rationalization (making excuses for your own poor behavior)

Step 3: Bitterness Versus Forgiveness
Most of the ground that Satan gains in the lives of Christians is due to un-forgiveness. {cz unjust treatment}
“Dear heavenly Father, I thank You for the riches of Your kindness, forbearance, and patience, 
knowing that Your kindness/benevolence has led me to repentance (Rm 2:4). 

I confess that I have not extended that same patience and kindness/benevolence toward others 



who have offended me, but instead I have harbored bitterness and resentment. 
I pray that during this time of self-examination You would bring to mind 


only those people that I have not forgiven in order that I may do so (Mt 18:35). 

I also pray that if I have offended others You would bring to mind only those people from 


whom I need to seek forgiveness and the extent to which I need to seek it (Mt 5:23,24). 

I ask this in the precious name of Jesus. Amen.”

“95% of first two names are parents. (Yourself and God are important too.)

Ask Him/them if these two are not present. This can be an emotional and difficult step.

For each person on your list, say: “Lord, I forgive (name) for (offenses).”
Keep praying till all the pain has been surfaced and dealt with.
“Forgiveness is not forgetting.  
“Forgiveness is a Choice, a crisis of the will. {decide to forgive and be free}
“Forgiveness is agreeing to live with the consequences of another person's sin. {either way you do/will live with the consequences; you can chose to do so in the freedom of forgiveness [opening up the fountains of grace] or the bondage of bitterness [cutting us off from God's grace & fellowship!!]} 
Mt 6:12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one... Amen. Mt 6:14 For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.   15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

“Forgiveness is costly; we pay the price of the evil we forgive.
“Forgive from the heart: acknowledge the hurt and the hate.
-Anderson FICM.com
https://basicseminar.com/session/basic-seminar-session-07-dealing-with-hurts-keys-to-forgiveness/
The Principle of Suffering:  Suffering can be God’s loving reminder that we have violated His ways: “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes” (Ps119:71). 

· Suffering can be motivation for spiritual growth: “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you” (1Pt 5:10). 
· Suffering is preparation for future leadership: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him” (2Tim 2:12) 
· Suffering forces us to stop sinning: “as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin” (1Pr 4:1). 

· Suffering is also God’s way of drawing others to Himself: “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God . . .” (1Pt 3:18). 

· This is our calling when another person offends us.

HOW TO TURN BITTERNESS INTO FORGIVENESS   1. □✓ List their offenses. 

    2. □✓ List your offenses.   3. □✓ Purpose to ask for forgiveness.   4. □ Fully forgive them.
· A. UNDERSTAND FORGIVENESS 
· Overcoming bitterness with forgiveness

· Understanding the root of bitterness

· Taking up an offense

· Judging vs restoring (Steps of disloyalty)

· Identifying physical and emotional consequences

· Repenting of temporal values

· Thanking God for offenses
· Investing in offenders
· Discerning God’s purpose thru suffering

Basic Commitment: “My Father in Heaven, cz You have been so merciful to me and have forgiven my great debt to You thru Christ’s atonement, I now fully forgive from my heart those who have offended me, and I ask You for wisdom and grace in knowing how to invest practical ‘treasures’ in their lives. Amen.” 
https://www.ficm.org/faq/forgiveness/  -  Anderson's Freedom In Christ Ministries FICM 
Nowhere do we teach that forgiveness means tolerating sin of any kind, especially abuse.  Forgiveness does not mean staying in an abusive situation and giving the perpetrator more opportunities to inflict damage. The loving thing to do is to confront abuse and help the perpetrators acknowledge and accept their responsibility.

At this point, you might find it helpful to understand that forgiveness and reconciliation are separate issues. Forgiveness is necessary even when reconciliation may not be possible. 

In many situations, emotional healing from bitterness, hatred and anger is necessary, but reconciliation is impossible or inadvisable. A person who was abused by a now deceased parent, for instance, will never find healing by waiting for the offender to repent. That person can’t, and many other people won’t. The deceased abuser has already met his or her Maker and Judge, and hanging on to bitterness and hatred won’t help you or impact that person. Also, a person who was ritually abused needs to find emotional healing but should never be reconciled with the perpetrators. Simply put, forgiving is releasing a debt. 
“Forgiveness is agreeing to live with the consequences of another person’s sin 


and relinquishing the right to seek revenge which God assures us is His domain 
(Rm 12:17  Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 

18  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 

19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 

20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; 

          for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” Pr 25:21-22 {God's justice is infinite}
21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
cf. Gen 50:30 you meant it for evil...God meant it for good. 


{Our pain results in short-sightedness, esp regard Almighty God's Sovereignty, 



not seeing what God deems good in our own lives, and that of others}.

“Some have used Lk 17:3 to teach that we should not forgive unless repentance occurs: 
Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent',’forgive him
“This passage focuses on forgiveness in the context of reconciling a relationship in which we are called to rebuke sin and help bring others to repentance. It doesn’t specifically say that we shouldn’t forgive if they don’t repent (even though this may be implied). Furthermore, we are not called to play the role of the Holy Spirit, rebuking every sin in every person we meet. 
Honesty about sin is necessary for genuine reconciliation, and there is a time to refuse a cheap reconciliation without repentance. But note that Christ’s main point here is not about withholding forgiveness but extending it, even repeatedly, to someone who is struggling in the relationship. We are to be grace-givers, not repentance-demanders.

“As we take people through the Steps to Freedom, we find that people who wait for another’s repentance are locked in bitterness toward literally dozens of people. Many are still bitter about an old boyfriend who jilted them or a boss who passed them over for a promotion. We see little gained by hanging on to bitterness and somehow trying to exact repentance and force reconciliation. 
Our freedom cannot be dependent upon whether another person will repent.
In the Steps, we deal primarily with the volitional and emotional side of forgiveness as it relates directly to our relationship with God. Jesus says: 
  Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone;


 so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions Mark 11:25. 

“Here, forgiveness is not portrayed as some long, drawn-out reconciliation process. 

It can be done while you stand in prayer. Nor is forgiveness shown to be conditional, 


extended only to some people for some transgressions. 

Instead, forgiveness is pictured as part of our normal prayer life, 


it is extended to anyone for anything, and it may not be a prelude to reconciliation. 

Furthermore, forgiveness on a human level is necessary if we are to experience forgiveness from God Mt 6:12,14,15.  Forgiveness is also a crucial element in resolving anger and bitterness Eph 4:26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 


27 nor give place to the devil. 32 And be benevolent* to one another, tenderhearted,



 forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. {*will or wish good}
Only when we are free from bitterness 


can we pursue reconciliation from a Biblical perspective and a godly attitude
Where was God when I was being abused?
God was there, and He was greatly grieved over what happened. Ps 94 assures us that God indeed does see all forms of abuse and oppression and that He is a God of vengeance and justice. He is also our help, our stronghold, and our refuge. Rather than focus on what God didn’t do in his life (that is, stop the abuse in our life), the psalmist focuses on his relationship with God, confident that God will one day mete out perfect justice.
It may also help to remember that God made human beings with the responsibility to choose — even to choose to disobey Him. God does not now change that freedom and prevent people from choosing to do evil. {YET He can and does intervene to protect His people and prevent our enemies from triumphing over us.} Besides, to take away our choice would be to remove the possibility of us choosing to trust God.

“In light of the pain we experience at the hands of others, our confidence and hope lies in the truth that God is able to bring healing and that He even uses the pain to build strength of character — a Christlike character — in us. {GRACE!} 


We cannot guarantee that you will escape evil in this sick and fallen world (Jn 16:33), 



but we can reassure you that you don’t have to be a perpetual victim of your past. 

In Christ, God has provided us with a way to overcome our past, 


and we have to assume our responsibility to choose that path of freedom.

“One more important word about suffering comes from Job, a book which teaches us how to deal with the loss and pain that comes our way in this world. As his suffering progresses, 
Job never gives up on his relationship with God. He argues, he expresses his deep disappointments, and he even asks God for a trial and the opportunity to plead his case about God’s apparent injustice (Job 9,10). Thru all his trials, Job never gives up on God: 
Tho He slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before Him-Job 13:15
“The key is to be honest about your deep disappointments with God and allow Him to speak to you (see Job 38-41).” {Our problem is we're too busy being discontent, bitter and grumbling (cx Phil 2) to be still to hear His voice  and know that He is God [and we're not] .}
Ps 46:1 God is our refuge and strength {grace}, a very present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear/sin, even tho the earth be removed, and tho the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea 5... God shall help her, just at the break of dawn. 
6 The nations raged, kingdoms were moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted. 2Pt 3:10
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
10  Be still, {Ps 23} and know that I AM God*; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 11 LORD of hosts is with us;  God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
*Sovereign, infinitely wise and good, totally committed to my highest good (Rm 8:28)

(sanctification & glorification, SO THAT I may share in His divine nature) cf Jesus
(In most cases God replies to our “complaint”  


by giving us a better understanding of 



His purposes, power, and sovereignty, 




so that we grow in dependence, grace/power, 
trusting in His revelation & timing, not circumstances. That's Christlike character, which is in accord with God's will in conforming us to the image of His Son (so we can share in His glory)}.
Isa 31:1  Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help <05833>, and rely on horses, 


who trust in chariots cz they are many, and in horsemen cz they are very strong, 

but who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the LORD! {His person vs provision}
“Don’t suffer in denial. Let God know about your anger and disappointment with Him. 


Then you will be able to see God and yourself clearly enough to follow Job’s example and repent of your wrong expectations of God (see Job 42:1-6). 
“Keep in mind, too, that Job’s latter state was more blessed than his former state. 

God never told Job why he was suffering, but God used suffering to increase Job’s trust in Him and to bless Job. Rm 8:18-39 assures us that God’s plan for our glory includes suffering, 


but this suffering can never separate us from His love for us as demonstrated 



in Christ Jesus’ death on the cross.
BC: Imprecatory Psalms demonstrate that a desire for your “enemy” to receive just consequences is legitimate (and inevitable cf Num 13-14), yet as noted above, we are trust God to bring about those consequences. Doing good to those in the community of faith does not relinquish our responsibility to follow the commands to do what is loving in causing the non-HS-controlled to repent (cf Mt 18 reproof...reject; 1Cor 5), 

for that is in their best interest, and thus love. The righteous do not tolerate nor condone sin, but are commanded to expose the deeds of those believers living in darkness (Eph 5).  
Pr 29:27 An unjust man is an abomination to the righteous, 


and he who is upright in the way is an abomination to the wicked.
Ps 15:4 In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he honors those who fear the LORD...
Ps 97:10  You who love the LORD, hate evil! 


      He preserves the souls of His saints; He delivers them out of the hand of the wicked.

Ps 97:10  You who love the LORD, hate evil! 
To HATE EVIL we must:
Have HOLINESS as our Purpose, Priority, Practice  {value and cherish it}   Pr 8:13 
Fear of LORD is to hate evil;  pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverse mouth I hate.

Pr 6:12 A worthless person, a wicked man, walks with a perverse mouth; 

14 Perversity is in his heart, he devises/plots evil continually, he sows discord. 

15 Therefore his calamity shall come suddenly; suddenly he shall be broken without remedy.
16  These six/seven things the LORD hates...abomination to Him:

17  A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,

18  A heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil,

19  A false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren.
AVOID Evil, and its Practitioners  
*Ps 50:16 to the wicked God says: What right have you to recite My statutes, or take My covenant on your lips 17 Seeing you hate instruction and cast My words behind your back?
Ps 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the (worldly) counsel of the ungodly/wicked, 80/249x!!!


nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;

2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night.

3  like a tree planted by rivers of water, fruit in its season, not wither; whatever he does prosper.
4 The ungodly are not so...chaff 5 not stand judgment, nor sinners in congregation of the righteous
6  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

2Tim 2:22 Flee also youthful lustsdesires; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace 

 with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 3 avoid foolish and ignorant disputes...

Pr 4:10 hear and accept 11 I taught you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in right paths
12  When you walk, your steps will not be hindered, and when you run, you will not stumble.

13  Take firm/strong hold  of instruction, do not let go; keep/guard her, for she is your life.

14  Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil.

15  AVOID it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on.
1Cor 15:33  Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good character/morals/habits.”
Pr 1:10  My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. 15 do not walk in the way with them, Keep your foot from their path 9:6 Forsake foolishness & live, go in the way of understanding.
Pr 13:20  He who walks with wise will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.

Ps 26:1 Vindicate me, LORD, for I have walked in my integrity. I have also trusted in the LORD; I shall not slip.  2  Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my mind and my heart.

3  For Your hesed is before my eyes, and I have walked in Your truth.
4 I have not sat with the deceitful/worthless, nor will I associate with hypocrites.

5 I have hated the assembly of evildoers, and refuse to join/sit/remain with the wicked.*
8  LORD, I have loved the sanctuary of Your house, and the place where Your glory dwells.

11  But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; deliver me and be gracious Num 6:25 to me.











Lev blessing
*Barnes v5: who partakes with them in their special amusements and pursuits, cannot possibly be pious. 

If he mingles with such people at all, it must be only as demanded by the necessities of social or civil life; or in transactions of business; or for the purpose of doing them good. If  for other purposes, if he makes them his chosen companions and friends, he gives the clearest evidence that his heart is with them, and that it is NOT with God.
Take Precautions by Taking Heed to yourself (by regular honest evaluation of your ways Ps 139)
1Thess 5:17 pray w/o ceasing, Mt 6:13 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one

Mt 26:41 Watch & pray, lest you enter into temptation. spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak
18  in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. (believe Rm 8:28!)
19  Do not quench the Spirit (Phil 2 will & do; Gal 5 keep in step for fruit) 20 Don't despise Word
21 Test/evaluate* ALL things; hold fast what is good.  22  ABSTAIN from every form of evil.
23 Now may God sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at coming of our Lord 24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.
*2Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test 1381 dokimazo Rm 12:2  yourselves. 


Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? —unless indeed you are disqualified. 
Php 1:10  that you may approve/manifest 1381 the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and w/o offense 1Jn 4:1 do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; cz many false prophets...in world
Eschew-shun Evil and Evildoers
Deliberately, intentionally, avoid or give up something you think or find {or chose to be} morally wrong
Job 1:8; 2:3 LORD said to Satan: Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and eschews/shuns evil?  Still he holds fast to his integrity, tho you incited Me against him, to destroy him w/o cause.”
2Cor 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together impv with unbelievers/unfaithful adjective Jn 20:27. 

      For what fellowship/partnership/team has righteousness with lawlessness? 

      And what communion has light with darkness?

15  And what accord has Christ with Belial? 

      Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?

16  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? 

For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 

     I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people
17  Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate,” says the Lord. 




Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive/accept you.” 
18 I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”
7:1  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 


from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

XXX 

[Review from previous two sermons]:  “As we take people through the Steps to Freedom, we find that people who wait for another’s repentance are locked in bitterness toward literally dozens of people. Many are still bitter about an old boyfriend who jilted them or a boss who passed them over for a promotion. We see little gained by hanging on to bitterness and somehow trying to exact repentance and force reconciliation. 
Our freedom cannot be dependent upon whether another person will repent.
In the Steps, we deal primarily with the volitional and emotional side of forgiveness as it relates directly to our relationship with God. Jesus says: 
  Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone;


 so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions Mark 11:25. 

“Here, forgiveness is not portrayed as some long, drawn-out reconciliation process. 

It can be done while you stand in prayer. Nor is forgiveness shown to be conditional, 


extended only to some people for some transgressions. 

Instead, forgiveness is pictured as part of our normal prayer life, 


it is extended to anyone for anything, and it may not be a prelude to reconciliation. 

Furthermore, forgiveness on a human level is necessary if we are to experience forgiveness from God Mt 6:12,14,15.  Forgiveness is also a crucial element in resolving anger and bitterness Eph 4:26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 


27 nor give place to the devil. 32 And be benevolent* to one another, tenderhearted,



 forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. {*will or wish good}
Only when we are free from bitterness 


can we pursue reconciliation# from a Biblical perspective and a godly attitude
#BC: Remember: Reconciliation with an evil person is rarely the objective, nor possible nor wise. (Hate, avoid, shun evil and its practitioners – last week). Within a Biblically functioning Body/family we shun/separate from a confronted unrepentant sinner until God brings about their HS convicted repentance and acknowledgment of the Truth (Mt 18; 2Tim 2). 
{What fellowship does Light have with darkness? 2Cor 6:14} 

However we must restore our fellowship with God by being honest with ourselves and Him, and embracing His agenda and purposes for what He has allowed into our lives. When we plug into the Vine (Jn 15) and are walking in the supernatural power of the Spirit of Truth with a transformed life/soul (thinking, purpose, values, perspective, feelings/emotions), we can be free to live in Christlikeness. Otherwise we remain stuck in the life satan wants for us, rather than the abundant life for which God created us. Submitting to God (His will, purposes, plans, etc) opens up the floodgates of supernatural grace Js 4:6, allowing us to live with peace and joy, regardless of the circumstances (Peter & John Acts Acts 5:41; Paul & Silas Acts 16:22-25). 

God recorded in the Scriptures (multiple times, with approval) the cry of the heart for justice (which is what He values greatly!! – Isa 1), to give suffering saints a voice to the pain they've experienced at the hands of evil doers. Praying thru the Psalms (putting them in our own words and expressing our heart to God), replaces pain with peace. [Persevere it until it works, and you can say with Job: Tho He slay me, yet will I trust Him.] The problem often persists cz we put too much value on our temporal non-tribulation, (pleasure/value in this life), rather than valuing God's presence and purposes, and our triumph thru Him.
Where was God when I was being abused? - Anderson

God was there, and He was greatly grieved over what happened. Ps 94 assures us that God indeed does see all forms of abuse and oppression and that He is a God of vengeance and justice. He is also our help, our stronghold, and our refuge. Rather than focus on what God didn’t do in his life (that is, stop the abuse in our life), the psalmist focuses on his relationship with God, confident that God will one day mete out perfect justice.
Ps 69:27 Add iniquity to their iniquity, and let them not come into Your righteousness.

28  Let them be blotted out of the Book of the Living, and not be written with the righteous.

29  But I am poor and sorrowful; Let Your salvation, O God, set me up on high.

30  I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving.

31 This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or bull

32 The humble shall see this and be glad; and you who seek God, your hearts shall live.

33  For the LORD hears the poor, and does not despise His prisoners.

35 For God will save Zion and build the cities of Judah, that they may dwell there and possess it
36 Also descendants of His servants shall inherit it, and those who love His name shall dwell in it

Ps 70:1 to remembrance: Make haste,O God, to deliver me! Make haste to help me, O LORD!

2  Let them be ashamed and confounded who seek my life; 


Let them be turned back and confused who desire my hurt.

BC Note: Although there are times I've drawn comfort from Ps 109, I really don't want these just consequences to fall upon the evil doers of my life, but rather that they repent (instead of facing the horrific future of weeping and gnashing teeth in the outer darkness of the unrepentant hypocrites). However God uses temporal pain, loss, frustration (satan's destruction of the flesh), to save sinning believers from a far worse eternal fate (see DTB Rev 20-22).
Ps 109:4  In return for my love they are my accusers, But I give myself to prayer.

5  Thus they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love. 35:12; 38:20; Pr 17:13 

6 Set a wicked man over him, and let an accuser stand at his right hand.

7  When he is judged, let him be found guilty, and let his prayer become sin.

8  Let his days be few, and let another take his office.

9  Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow.

10 Let his children continually be vagabonds, and beg; 


Let them seek their bread also from their desolate places.

Ps 109:11 Let the creditor seize all that he has, and let strangers plunder his labor.
12 Let there be none to extend hesed to him, nor let there be any to favor his fatherless children.
13  Let his posterity be cut off, and in the generation following let their name be blotted out.

14  Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the LORD, 



and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out.

15  Let them be continually before the LORD,



 that He may cut off the memory of them from the earth;
16  Cz he did not remember to show hesed, but persecuted the poor and needy man, 









that he might even slay the broken in heart.

17  As he loved cursing, so let it come to him; 


As he did not delight in blessing, so let it be far from him.

Ps 109:18  As he clothed himself with cursing as with his garment, 





so let it enter his body like water, and like oil into his bones.

19  Let it be to him like the garment which covers him, 



and for a belt with which he girds himself continually.

20  Let this be LORD’S reward to my accusers, and to those who speak evil against my person.
21 But U, O GOD the Lord, deal with me for Your name’s sake; cz Your hesed is good, deliver me.
22  For I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within me.

23  I am gone like a shadow when it lengthens; I am shaken off like a locust.

24  My knees are weak thru fasting, and my flesh is feeble from lack of fatness.

25  I also have become a reproach to them; when they look at me, they shake their heads.

Ps 109:26  Help me, O LORD my God! Oh, save me acc to Your hesed,

27  that they may know that this is Your hand— That You, LORD, have done it!
28  Let them curse, but You bless; when they arise, let them be ashamed, but let Your servant rejoice.
29  Let my accusers be clothed with shame, 



and let them cover themselves with their own disgrace as with a mantle.

30 I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; Yes, I will praise Him among the multitude.

31  For He shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him from those who condemn him.


Let those be put to shame and brought to dishonor who seek after my life; 


Let those be turned back and brought to confusion who plot my hurt.

BC: When we praise God Biblically, we magnify (and desire) His character and attributes being displayed. 
Jer 9:24 But those who wish to boast should boast in this alone: that they truly know me and understand that I AM the LORD who demonstrates unfailing love/loyalty =HESED 


and who brings/executes justice and righteousness to the earth, 


and that I delight in these things. I, the LORD, have spoken! [“This is the way” -Mando]
Ex 34:6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming (His glory): “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in HESED and faithfulness, 


maintaining HESED to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. 

Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.” 
Ps 35:1 Plead my cause, O LORD, with those who strive with me; 



Fight against those who fight against me.

2  Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up/arise for my help.   3 Also draw out the spear, 


and stop those who pursue/chase me. Say to my soul, “I AM your salvation.”

4  Let those be put to shame and brought to dishonor who seek after my life; 


Let those be turned back and brought to confusion who plot my hurt.

5  Let them be like chaff Ps 1:4 wicked before the wind, and let the angel of the LORD chase them.

6  Let their way be dark and slippery, and let the angel of the LORD pursue them.
7 For w/o cause they've hidden their net for me in a pit, which they have dug w/o cause for my life
8  Let destruction come upon him unexpectedly, 


and let his net that he has hidden catch himself; into that very destruction let him fall.

35:9 And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD; It shall rejoice in His salvation.#
#Ps 28:7 YHWH is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; heart rejoices...praise
10 All my bones shall say, “LORD, who is like You, delivering the poor 

from him who is too strong for him, Yes, the poor and the needy from him who plunders him?”
11 Malicious witnesses rise up; they accuse NTL me things that I do not know.

12  They reward me evil for good* to the sorrow of my soul. *Pr 17:13 evil not depart from their house

13 But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth; 



I humbled myself with fasting; and my prayer would return to my own heart.
15 But in my adversity they rejoiced and gathered together;

     Attackers gathered against me, and I did not know it; They tore at me and did not cease;


16 with ungodly mockers at feasts they gnashed/anger-scorn at me with their teeth.
35:17  Lord, how long will You look on?


 Rescue me from their destructions, my precious life from the lions.
Barnes: “Even so, Father, for so it “comes into being” well-pleasing in thy sight," Mt 11:26 

is all the answer that can be given to this inquiry....God seems to be indifferent to the state of things, does not prove that he is indifferent. There is an eternity to come, in which there will be ample time to adjust human affairs, and to develop fully the divine character and counsels. 
18 I will give You thanks in the great assembly; I will praise You among many people.

19 Let them not rejoice over me who are wrongfully my enemies; 


nor let them wink with the eye who hate me without a cause.
20 For they do not speak peace, but they devise deceitful matters against the quiet ones in the land
21 They also opened their mouth wide against me, and said, “Aha, aha! Our eyes have seen it.”

22  This You have seen, O LORD; do not keep silence. O Lord, do not be far from me.

23  Stir up Yourself, and awake to my vindication, to my cause, my God and my Lord.
24  Vindicate me, O LORD my God, acc to Your righteousness; and let them not rejoice over me.
35:25  Let them not say in their hearts, “Ah, so we would have it!” 


Let them not say, “We have swallowed him up.” 

26 Let them be ashamed and brought to mutual confusion who rejoice at my hurt; 


Let them be clothed with shame and dishonor who exalt themselves against me.
27  Let them shout for joy and be glad, who favor my righteous cause; and let them always say 

“Let YHWH  be magnified, Who has Pleasure In The Prosperity Of His Servant.
28 And my tongue shall speak of Your righteousness and of Your praise all the day long.
Ps 36:1...concerning the transgression of the wicked:  There is no Fear of God before his eyes#

2 For his eyes are too full of conceit/flatters self to detect or hate his own sin.

3 The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; He has ceased to be wise and to do good. 4 He devises wickedness in bed; He sets himself in a way that is not good; He does not abhor evil.
5  Your hesed, O LORD, is in the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret— it only causes harm.

*9 For evildoers shall be cut off; but those who wait on the LORD, They shall inherit the earth.
#Pr 16:6 By hesed & truth  iniquity is purged; and by the fear of the LORD one departs from evil



faithfulness
          atoned for
Pr 14:27 Fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to turn one away from the snares of death.
Ps 34:11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12  Who is the man who desires life, and loves many days, that he may see good?

13  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.

14  Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.

15  The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry.

16  Face of the LORD is cx those who do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from earth

17  The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles.

18  LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit.

19  Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but LORD delivers him out of them all.

21  Evil shall slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous shall be condemned.

Step 5: Pride Versus Humility Js 4:6-19; 1Pt 5:1-10
Allow Him to show you any specific ways in which you have lived in a proud manner. 
The following list may help you:
__Having a stronger desire to do my will rather than God's will.

__Leaning too much on my own understanding and experience 

                               rather than seeking God's guidance thru prayer and His Word 
[Pr 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean/rely not on your own understanding;
6  In all your ways acknowledge Him, {sovereign, love, perfect will} and He shall direct/smooth your paths
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil.]
__Relying on my own strengths and abilities rather than depending on the power of the Holy Spirit
[Phil 4:13  I can do all things thru Christ who strengthens me.]
__Being more concerned about controlling others than in developing self-control [Gal 5 fruit]
__Often being too busy doing "important" things to take time to do little things for others
__Having a tendency to think that I have no needs {vs conscious taking heed & dependence}
__Finding it hard to admit {confess} when I am wrong  {1Jn 1:9 requirement}

__Being more concerned about pleasing people than pleasing God {basis of worth and value}
“Dear heavenly Father, You have said that pride goes before destruction and an arrogant spirit before stumbling (Pr 16:18). 

I confess that I have not denied myself, picked up my cross daily, and followed You (Mt 16:24). In so doing I have given ground to the enemy in my life. 
I have believed that I could be successful and live victoriously by my own strength and resources. 
I now confess that I have sinned against You 



by placing my will before Yours and by centering my life around self instead of You.
I now renounce the self life and by so doing cancel all the ground that has been gained in my members by the enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I pray that You will guide me so that I will do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, 

but that with humility of mind I will regard others as more important than myself (Phil 2:3). Enable me thru love to serve others and in honor prefer others (Rm 12:10). 

I ask this in the name of Christ Jesus my Lord. Amen.”
Step 6: Bondage vs Freedom  For habitual sin, you need accountability with a righteous person.

“Dear heavenly Father, You have told us to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts (Rm 13:14).

I acknowledge that I have given in to fleshly lusts which wage war against my soul (1Pt 2:11). 

I thank You that in Christ my sins are forgiven, but I have transgressed Your holy law and given the enemy an opportunity to wage war in my members (Eph 4:27; Js 4:1; 1Pt 5:8).

 I come before Your presence to acknowledge these sins and to seek Your cleansing (1Jn 1:9) that I may be freed from the bondage of sin (Gal5:1). 

I now ask You to reveal to my mind the ways that I have transgressed Your moral law 










and grieved the Holy Spirit.”
After you have confessed all known sin, pray:

“I now confess these sins to You and claim thru the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ my forgiveness and cleansing. I cancel all ground that evil spirits have gained through my willful involvement in sin. I ask this in the wonderful name of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.”
Discerning Truth vs ½ truths
In the recent sermon, Bill included a link to a PDF summary of The Bondage Breaker with an exhortation and a note to "Pay particular prayerful reflective attention to the footnotes containing quotes from the book." I've pasted those footnotes/quotes from the book below for easy reference and started reviewing them this morning. I didn't copy the ones that contained only page number references (so you'll see the numbering scheme skips a few).

Anderson Footnotes:  1 “The father of lies {satan} can block your effectiveness as a Christian if he can deceive you into believing that you are nothing but a product of your past—subject to sin, prone to failure, and controlled by your habits.” Anderson, The Bondage Breaker, 11.

2 “Being alive and free in Christ is part of positional sanctification, which is the basis for progressive sanctification. In other words, we are not trying to become children of God, we are children of God who are becoming like Christ.” Ibid., 12. 

We need Rm 6-8, esp 6:11-13 Reckon, not let sin reign, not yield to sin, but presentR12 to God
Rm 8:1&4 walk acc HS; 8:13 by HS put to death the deeds of body.   
Rm 6:10...He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives for the glory of God NIV
11 Likewise, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord
12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.

13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, 


but present your-selves to God as being alive from the dead, 



and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.
Gal 5:24 those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires
3 “Misconception: Demons were active when Christ was on earth, but their activity has
subsided. . . . The kingdom of darkness is still present, and the devil still ‘prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour (1Pt 5:8).’[emphasis original]” Ibid., 19-20.

4 “Misconception: What the early church called demonic activity we now understand to be
mental illness . . . To be effective Christian counselors, we have to learn to distinguish between organic or psychological mental illness and a spiritual battle for the mind.” Ibid., 20-21.

5 “Misconception: Some problems are psychological and some are spiritual . . . as long as believers accept ‘a two-tier worldview with God confined to the supernatural and the natural world operating for all practical purposes according to autonomous scientific laws, Christianity will continue to be a secularizing force in the world.’” Ibid., 21-22.
About 64% of Americans call themselves Christian today. That might sound like a lot, but 50 years ago that number was 90%, according to a 2020 Pew Research Center study. That same survey said the Christian majority in the US may disappear by 2070. (CNN)
6 “Misconception: Christians cannot be affected by demons . . . If Satan can’t touch the church,
why are we instructed to put on the armor of God, to resist the devil, to stand firm, and to be alert? If we aren’t susceptible to being wounded or trapped {enslaved 2Tim 2:24 -bc} by Satan, why does Paul describe our relationship to the powers of darkness as a wrestling match? . . .
Misconception: Demonic influence is only evident in extreme or violent behavior and gross sin . . . It is not the few raving demoniacs who are causing the church to be ineffective, but Satan’s subtle deception and intrusion into the lives of ‘normal’ believers.” Anderson 22-23.

7 “Misconception: Freedom from spiritual bondage is the result of a power encounter with
demonic forces. Freedom from spiritual conflicts and bondage is not a power encounter; it’s a truth encounter. {Sword of the Spirit; It is written -bc} . . . Power for the believer comes in knowing and choosing the truth. . . .  Since you are alive in Christ and seated with Him in the heavenlies, you no longer need an outside agent to effect authority for you. You now reside ‘in Christ’, who has all authority.” Ibid., 23-27.

8 “Most attempts at integrating theology and psychology include only God and humanity (fallen
and redeemed) and exclude the activity of Satan and demons. . . . When Paul talks about the spiritual battle in the heavenlies . . . he is referring to the spiritual realm, the kingdom of darkness that is all around us and governed by the ruler of this world.” Ibid., 30-31.

9 “Satan’s primary aim is to promote self-interest as the chief end of man. Satan is called the
prince of this world because self-interest rules this world. . . . The diabolical idea that people are their own gods is the heartbeat of this fallen world and the primary link in the chain of spiritual bondage to the kingdom of darkness.” Ibid., 36-37.  cf 2Tim 2:24 captive to do satan's will
10 “Until we deny our-selves that which was never meant to be ours—the role of being God in
our lives, we will never be at peace with ourselves or with God, and we will never be free.” 39.
Lk 9:23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to follow/come after Me, let him deny him-self, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.

24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, 


but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.

25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?

26  For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will 

     be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.
11 “We are forgiven cz He died in our place; we are delivered because we died* with Him.
We are both justified and positionally sanctified as a result of the cross. . . . We have won a degree of victory over self when we have learned to love God and others.” 40-41. *Rm 6 Baptism
12 “Your attitudes, actions, responses, and reactions to life’s circumstances are greatly affected
by what you believe about yourself . . . if you see yourself as a dearly loved and accepted child of God, you will have a better chance??? of living like one.” Anderson, Bondage Breaker, 46.

13 “Eternal life is not something you get when you physically die; it is something you get the
moment you are born again! Being a saint or a child of God doesn’t mean that you are sinless 1Jn 1:8 But since your old self has been crucified and buried with Christ (thru Baptism Rm 6), you no longer have to sin 1Jn 2:1. You sin when you choose to believe a lie or act independently of God 48-49.
Gal 5:24 those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires
XXXXX
14 “Sin is a sovereign master that demands service from its subjects. You're dead to sin, but you still have the capacity to serve it by putting your body at sin’s disposal. It’s up to you to choose if you’re going to let your body be used for sin or for righteousness. Cz of Christ’s victory over sin, you're free to choose not to sin. It is your responsibility not to let sin reign in your mortal body. 52
Rm 6:16 Don't you know that to whom you present/yield yourselves slaves to obey, 


you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, 



whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?
15 “Fortresses (strongholds  -KJV) are fleshly thot patterns that were programmed into your mind when you learned to live your life independently of God. We can be transformed cz/WHEN we have the mind of Christ within us and cz the HS will lead us into all truth. 61    cf Rm 12:1-2
16 “The spiritual battle for our minds does not operate acc to the laws of nature, which we can comprehend. There are no physical barriers that can confine or restrict the movements of Satan.” 63, 69
17 “Satan and his demons are spiritual beings; they do not have material substance, so we
cannot see them or any spiritual being with our natural eyes, nor hear them with our ears.” 66.
cx angels; Gothard; Ed Murphy* – The Handbook for Spiritual Warfare (Internet Archives pdf).
  *https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMYdkc4GuGk
https://biblicalrestorationministries.org/Home.html “(Satan Defeated, Trials, and Forgiveness - The greatest area of attack is bitterness and unforgiveness)” 

Ed Murphy* – The Handbook for Spiritual Warfare (Internet Archives pdf).
  *youtube.com/watch?v=bMYdkc4GuGk  Slow start (skip first six minutes), but becomes a “page-turner” 
biblicalrestorationministries.org/Home.html   
“(Satan Defeated, Trials, and Forgiveness - The greatest area of attack is bitterness and unforgiveness)” 
Biblical Restoration Ministries, Inc. is a non-profit ministry using Christian principles to enable people to process and deal with traumatic life events that have resulted in ongoing problems. Paul Jordan provides assistance to children, adults, and married couples. Our desire is to facilitate spiritual growth in our clients which results in the restoration of their relationship with God and others. To this end, through biblical teaching and interaction, we address the core issues in their lives that serve to feed their presenting problems. 
Please see the Resources/Counselling Topics page especially on STRONGHOLDS!!
https://biblicalrestorationministries.org/strongholds.html
18 “You don’t do anything without first thinking it#. All behavior is the product of what we
choose to think or believe . . . Trying to change behavior, without changing what we believe and therefore think, will never produce any lasting results. . . . Flesh patterns don’t just leave. 

They are slowly replaced or overcome as we renew our minds.” 69-72.  Rm 12:1 and 2a first








    # cf Perception & Performance Truthbase.net
Rm 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you #1) present/yield (Rm 6) your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2  And #2) do not be conformed to this world, but be #3) transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may #4) prove/demonstrate what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
19 We have no spiritual power or authority apart from our identity and position in union with Christ. 
Who we are must always take precedence over what we do: 





and we cannot accomplish anything apart* from Christ.”  77.  
*Jn 15:5 I am the Vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.













               (Gehenna)
20 “In the flesh you don’t have the ability to resist Satan and his demons, but in Christ you do.
Jesus Christ has all authority in heaven and on earth (Matt 28:18); He’s at the top of the chain of command. He has given His authority and power to His servants to be exercised in His name (Lk 10:17); we’re under His authority, but we share it for the purpose of doing His will.” 77-79.

xxxxxx
21 “Why, then, does the kingdom of darkness exert such negative influence in the world and in
the lives of Christians? . . . Satan is not an equal power with God; he is a disarmed and defeated foe (Col 2:15). But if he can deceive you into believing that he has more power and authority than you do, you will live as if he does. 
You have been given authority over the kingdom of darkness, but if you don’t believe it and exercise it, it’s as if you didn’t have it. . . . Fear of anything (other than the fear of God) is mutually exclusive to faith in God. When Satan tries to incite fear, we are to maintain our position in Christ and exhibit the fruit of the Spirit, which includes self-control (Gal 5:23). . . . 
As long as we fail to perceive {embrace-bc} our position in Christ and our authority over the kingdom of darkness and authority to do His will, we will fail to carry out our delegated 

responsibility. Behind the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ lies the mightiest work of power recorded in the Word of God. And the same power that raised Christ from the dead and defeated Satan is the power available to us as believers.”, 80-82.

22 “You are a spiritually alive (cx Rev 3:1 Sardis dead) child of God right now. 

You are seated in the heavenlies with Christ right now. . . . 

You have the power and authority over the kingdom of darkness and to do His will right now. . . If you don’t believe you have Christ’s authority over the kingdom of darkness, you’re not likely to exercise it. . . . In exercising our authority, humility is placing confidence/dependence in Christ, the source of our authority, instead of in ourselves. . . . 
It is the mark of a Spirit-filled/controlled Christian to be strong and courageous ... 

Spirit-inspired boldness is behind every successful advance in the church. . . . 
When we boldly and humbly exercise  (depend upon) the authority that Christ has conferred upon us over the spiritual realm, we experience the freedom we all have in Christ.” 
Bondage Breaker, 84-88. Some related verses are found in Ephesians 2:6-7, 1John 4:4, and James 4:7.

23 “When we put on the armor of God, we are putting on the armor of light, which is the Lord
Jesus Christ (Rom 13:12). When we put on Christ, we take ourselves out of the realm of the flesh, where we are vulnerable to attack.” Ibid., 95-96.

25 “The shoes of peace become protection against the divisive schemes of the devil when you act as a peacemaker among believers (Rom 14:19). . . . The object of our faith is God and His Word. The more you know about God and His Word, the more faith you will have. . . . the helmet of salvation guarantees?? your eternal victory.” Ibid., 98-99. 
(Actually it's the hope of salvation which protects your thinking {about present pain} 1Thess 5:8).
26 “Should you come under a direct attack from Satan you will need to exercise your authority in Christ by speaking out loud, since the evil one does not have the power to completely know your thoughts. . . . The moment you call upon the name of the Lord, you will be free to resist the devil.” Ibid., 101-2.

27 “Prayer is a primary??? weapon in combating spiritual blindness . . . we need to pray, as Paul did in Ephesians 1:18-19 that the eyes of believers may be enlightened 

(#having been pft tense= basis of getting “wisdom and revelation in the knowledge Him,\” 







for which he prays in v17 )  
to understand the spiritual power, authority, and protection which is our inheritance in Christ.” 103-4 ???Sword of the Spirit maybe? Jn 8 Truth sets free; Acts 26:18 to whom I now send you, 

to open their eyes, 



in order to turn them from darkness to light, 



and from the power of Satan to God, 




that they may receive forgiveness of sins 




and an inheritance among those who are sanctified 











by faith in Me. 
Eph 1:16 P prays 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 



18  the eyes of your understanding having been (pft passive) enlightened; 
that you may know what is the hope of His calling, 

what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

19  and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, 




acc to the working of His mighty power
20  



which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 





seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
28 “Satan ruled from the fall of Adam until the cross. 

The death, resurrection, and ascension of
Christ secured forever the final authority for Jesus (Matt 28:18). 

That authority was extended to all believers in the Great Commission so that we may continue His work of destroying the works of the devil (1Jn 3:8). . . . 

We need protection from this evil tyrant. Christ has not only provided protection, 


but in union with Christ we have authority over the kingdom of darkness. 

We also have the indwelling Holy Spirit (when not grieved or quenched -bc) 

who is the Spirit of truth (Jn 14:17), and He will guide us into all truth 






(Jn 16:13 orig to Apostles as is mind of Christ).” 112-13.

30 “It is clear from the context of Ephesians 6:12 that the rulers, powers, and forces which
oppose us are spiritual entities in the heavenlies, that is, the spiritual world. . . . 
He has absolutely no power or authority to keep you from steadily progressing in your walk toward ?? Christ . . . But if he can get you to listen to the thots he plants in your mind, 

he can influence you. And if you allow him to influence you long enough through temptation, accusation, and deception, he can stop your progress.” Ibid., 115, 120.

31 “We overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil by choosing the truth..with every arrow of  

temptation, accusation, or deception they shoot at us, we simply raise the shield of faith,* deflect the attack, and walk on. We choose truth in the face of every lie.” 121         *belief God means for good
35 “We are secure in Christ and indwelt by His Spirit through faith in the work of Christ on the
cross.” 131-34.  (there is a bit more to it that that!) 

2Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.  Test yourselves. 

Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?






—unless indeed you are disqualified/reprobates/fail the test. 
YYYYYYY

36 “When we were born again we became spiritually alive, but our self-centered flesh patterns
and mental strongholds remained opposed to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Consequently, we are still tempted to look to the world, the flesh, and the devil to meet our basic needs and carnal desires instead of looking to Christ, who promises to meet all our needs acc to His riches in glory (Phil 4:19). . . . 

The  power of temptation is directly related to the strength of the mental strongholds and the carnal desires which were developed when we learned to live independently of God.” 136.

37 “His [Satan’s] tactic is to entice us to push something good beyond the boundary of the will
of God until it becomes sin. . . . 

Temptation is greatest when hunger, fatigue, and loneliness are acute . . . 
If you give in to the temptation to meet your own physical needs or carnal desires independent of God, you are yielding to the lust of the flesh. . . . 

The lust of the eyes subtly draws us away from the Word of God 



and eats away at our confidence/trust in God. 

We see what the world has to offer and desire it above our relationship with God. . . . 

By appealing to the pride of life, Satan intends to steer us away from the worship of God 

and destroy our obedience to God.” Ibid., 137-44. Corresponding verse is 1John 2:16 not of Father.
40 “Submitting to God involves more than confession. 


It requires genuine repentance which means a change of mind and way of life.” 150.

41 “Satan can do absolutely nothing to alter our position in Christ?? and our worth?? to God. 

But he can render us virtually inoperative if he can deceive us into listening to and believing his insidious lies accusing us of being of little value to God or other people.” 151 ??worthless/unprofitable servant  
42 “Satan is not your judge; he is merely your accuser. Yet if you listen to him and believe him,
you will begin to live out these accusations as if they were a sentence you must serve.” 153-54.

43 “Notice that the change of wardrobe is something that God does????, not we ourselves-- 

he must change us in response to our submission to Him in faith.” 154-55.
What about  Put off- Renewed-Put on? Js 4:8 draw near...cleanse your hands you sinners and purify your hearts you double minded. cf Rm 12:1-2 ff

46 “We deceive ourselves when we hear the Word but don’t do it (Js 1:22,25; 1Pt 1:13)...
We deceive ourselves when we say we have no sin (1Jn 1:8)...

When we become aware of a discrepancy between our identity in Christ and our behavior, 






we must confess it and deal with it. (1Jn 1:9) 167-68.
Js 1:25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. [cx 1:26 pointless, vain]
cf Ps 62:(9) 6 He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved.

7  In God is my salvation and my glory; the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God.

8 Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. 

9  Surely men of low degree are a vapor, Men of high degree are a lie; 


If they are weighed on the scales, They are altogether lighter than vapor/vanity.

10  Do not trust in oppression, nor vainly hope in robbery; if riches increase, Do not set your heart on them.

11  God has spoken once, twice I have heard this: that power belongs to God.

12  Also to You, Lord, belongs mercy/hesed; for You render/repay to each one acc to his work.

63:1  O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; 

My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.
47 “The life you live, the talents you possess, and the gifts/grace you have received are not personal accomplishments; they are expressions of God’s grace. 

Never take credit for what God has provided. . . . 

It is important for us not to lean on our own understanding, {tainted world view and worldly thinking/values -bc} but to employ the mind of Christ  (apostles; we need to dvlp it as HS guides)
and acknowledge Him# {as sovereign, all wise, good, etc., and Judge*} in all our ways 




#acknowledge Him (attributes)

*fear of the Lord














Pr 3:5-6; 1Cor 2:16 169.

ZZZZZ
48 We deceive ourselves when we think we are religious# but do not bridle our tongue (Js 1:26 pointless). 
We deceive ourselves when we think the unrighteous will inherit the kingdom of God (1Cor 6:9-10)
We deceive ourselves when we think we can continually associate with bad company and not be corrupted (1Cor 15:33).”  170-71.  #moreso than others 
49 “We are to love God, obey His Word, and test* all signs, wonders, and dreams (against Word of God – the Sword of the Spirit). . . . Two ways to identify false prophets and false teachers who operate within the church: they will eventually? reveal their immorality. . . and despise authority and are daring, self-willed. They have an independent spirit. . . . You cannot expose Satan’s deception by human reasoning; you can only do it by God’s Spirit and divine revelation {*using logic {+ context} to test against Scripture -bc}. 

Jesus said, ‘If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 


and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free’ (Jn 8:31-2).” 175-76, 181.
50 “Satan knows he can never own you. Since we live in a world whose god is Satan, the
possibility of being tempted, deceived, and accused is continuously present. If you allow his schemes to influence you, you can lose control to the degree that you have been deceived.”185-7


53 “If we fail to cover ourselves {I thot he said that only God can do it??} with the armor God has provided, we are vulnerable in those exposed areas.”  193. {missing corporate element}

63 “Every third day they repeat one of the steps. This helps reinforce what they have done.” Anderson 269. {satan waits for opportune moment'; not ignorant of schemes)
64 “Helping others find their freedom in Christ does not require the exercise of a special gift; it
requires the loving application of Truth.” 253. {speak Truth in love vs demonic– Eph 4:14-15}


66 “Cz there are no instructions in the Epistles to cast out demons does not mean that Christians cannot have spiritual problems. It means that the responsibility for living free in union with Christ has shifted from the specially endowed agent of authority/apostles to the individual believer. . . . 
Freedom for believers is based on what Christ has already done?? (how about Revelation) and on how they individually respond to Him in repentance (+obedience/fruit -bc) and faith.” Ibid., 256.

67 “Dealing with the demonic should be seen as a Truth encounter rather than a power encounter.. . . Satan’s scare tactics are intended to provoke a response of fear. 

When fear is controlling a believer, the Spirit of God is not, and Satan has the upper hand. 
Fear of the enemy and faith in God are mutually exclusive. . . . The truth encounter requires . . . 

that you be compassionate, nonjudgmental, and understanding.” 258-60.

68 “People are not in bondage because of past traumas—they are in bondage to the lies they
believe/ed as a result of past traumas. . . . You are not trying to resolve anything by hearing personal and family histories. The purpose is to understand what happened to them and what may have caused them to have certain beliefs. . . . People in conflict also very commonly have false beliefs about themselves {and God, others and the world -bc}. 
Most don’t know who they are in union with Christ, nor do they understand what it means to be a child of God. Consequently, they question their salvation. . . . People in conflict often have a distorted concept of the two kingdoms. They think they are caught between two equal but opposite powers: ‘bad old Satan’ on one side, ‘good old God’ on the other, and ‘poor me’ caught in the middle. The truth is, God is omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient. Satan is a defeated foe—and (when???) we are in union with Christ, seated with Him in the heavenlies.” 259-64.

70 “If we can’t help a person forgive from the heart, we can’t help that person be free from the
past. . . . Forgiving of others {including God} is primarily an issue between them and their heavenly Father. Reconciliation with the people they have forgiven may or may not follow” 268
 Ed Murphy* – The Handbook for Spiritual Warfare (Internet Archives pdf).
  *youtube.com/watch?v=bMYdkc4GuGk  Slow start (skip first six minutes), but becomes a “page-turner” 
biblicalrestorationministries.org/Home.html   
“(Satan Defeated, Trials, and Forgiveness - The greatest area of attack is bitterness and unforgiveness)” 
Biblical Restoration Ministries, Inc. is a non-profit ministry using Christian principles to enable people to process and deal with traumatic life events that have resulted in ongoing problems. Paul Jordan provides assistance to children, adults, and married couples. Our desire is to facilitate spiritual growth in our clients which results in the restoration of their relationship with God and others. To this end, through biblical teaching and interaction, we address the core issues in their lives that serve to feed their presenting problems. 
Please see the Resources/Counselling Topics page especially on STRONGHOLDS!!
https://biblicalrestorationministries.org/strongholds.html
https://biblicalrestorationministries.org/strongholds_files/understandingstrongholds.pdf
WHY SHOULD I FORGIVE AN UNREPENTANT PERSON?








