Observations on   Joshua 1:8 

This book of the law 

shall not depart out of thy mouth;


but 
thou 

shalt meditate 






in it 






day and night, 




that 

thou mayest observe to do 







according to all that is written in it: 








for
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 









and 

then thou shalt have good success. 

1. This book of the law = subject of the clause, object of meditation, probably the Deuteronomy-theme: blessings for obedience, cursings for disobedience

2. shall not depart out of thy mouth = verb, figure of speech?, has to be in mouth before it can leave or not leave it.

3. but = coordinating conjunction joining/contrasting two clauses of equal importance

4. thou shalt meditate = verb, parallel to and offering the flip side of "not depart"; means to think about...to revolve in the mind...to think through the implications for applications.

5. in it  prepositional phrase, modifying "meditate" indicating "where" 

6. it = pronoun, object of the preposition, stands for the "book of the law"

7. day and night = adverbial phrase, modifying meditate, telling the time when one shoud do it, figure of speech where the extremes are put for all the goes in between, meaning=all the time?

8. that = subordinating conjunction, indicating that the following clause modifies the previous clause usually giving the "what (content)" or "why (purpose, reason, or result) of the previous clause

9. thou mayest observe = subordinate clause, subjunctive mood (usually indicating purpose and/or degree of certainty) modifies meditate, telling why one should meditate.

10. to do = infinitive, complementing "observe", indicating the purpose of observing, ie, obedience/application

11. according to...= prepositional phrase modifying "do" indicating the "what" one should do, or the "content"

12. all =  an adjective, modifying the following indicating the degree, amount, extent or standard ("manner") OR a noun as below

13. that is written = a noun clause (participle) serving as the object of the preposition, indicating the "what" OR an adjectival clause modifying "all"

14. in it = prepositional phrase, modifying "written" indicating "where"; "it: as #6 

15. for = subordinating conjunction, answering the question "why" usually giving a reason or purpose 

16. then = adverb of time or sequence, or order, indicating the "time when" something occurs

17. thou shalt make thy way prosperous = subordinate clause, indicating the purpose, reason or result 

18  and = coordinating conjunction joining two clauses of equal importance, sometimes indication cause and effect or "result"

19. then = as above #16

20. thou shalt have good success = subordinate clause, indicating the purpose, reason or result 

WHO? God or Moses speaking to Joshua

WHAT? Book of the Law, mouth, it, thy way, success

WHEN? just before Joshua takes over, day and night, 

WHERE? in it, out of thy mouth

HOW? 


Means


Manner

WHY?


Purpose: why not depart


Reason: for meditating


Result: prosperity and success

